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Calendar of Events

Monday, Jan. 14:  PTO 
Meeting @ 6:15

Wednesday, Jan. 16:  
Restaurant Night @ Chili’s

Thursday, Jan. 17:  Principal’s 
Coffee Chat @8:15am (Library)

Monday, Jan. 21:  No School, 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
Holiday

Jan. 22-25:  Winter 
Assessments
* Early Dismissal Schedule: 
K@ 11:40, 
Gr. 1-5 @ 1:50

Friday, Jan. 25:  Student 
Council Spirit Day #3
 PTO Let’s Build it Night! @ 
6pm

Jan.28-Feb. 1:  The Great 
Kindness Challenge!

Monday, Jan. 28:  Pennies 
For Patients Fundraiser 
Begins

Monday, Feb. 4:  PTO 
Meeting @ 6:15

Tuesday, Feb. 5:  Lunar New 
Year Begins!

 Attendance Line
895-7940

If your child is or is going to be 
absent please call the 
attendance line and leave a 
message. Include your child's 
first and last name and the 
Teachers name or room 
number.
Absences must be cleared 
within 24 hours.
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 January 9, 2019
Principal’s Message
 Each New Year provides us with the opportunity to take stock in where we are in life 
and look to set goals for the upcoming year.  Together we reached many milestones in 
2018, and we need your support to address two important goals in 2019. 

1. We need every student to attend every day. 
2. We need every student to be on time and ready to learn. 

So much of what we can accomplish as a school and a district depends on students 
being here on time every day.  We have an accomplished teaching staff that prepares 
engaging and thoughtful lessons that build and spiral on previous learning.  Students 
that miss days of school often develop gaps in their learning.  These gaps can lead to 
doubt, a lack of confidence, and possibly a loss of their love of learning. 
 
As a school, our weakest area of performance on the California Dashboard is in the 
area of chronic absenteeism.  In some situations, students are missing more than 20% 
of their school days.  No student can reach their potential missing 1 out of every 5 
days of school. 
 
I am truly proud of the success our students have achieved at our school.  I am most 
proud of the time and effort teachers put into each day of instruction.  We are very 
fortunate to work in the San Leandro Unified School District where teachers are 
invested in doing everything possible to help every student succeed.  Even still, a child 
cannot receive the best learning possible unless they attend school regularly.  
 
After School Programs offer structure, fun, and targeted support for students. 
 
Our school does much more than just provide a great program between 8:10 am and 
the end of the instructional day.  At James Madison, we offer access to licensed before 
and after school childcare through the Champions program.  Champions provides 
structured activities and time for help with homework, if needed.   For pricing and 
hours, please check our website or call 510-246-1607 and ask for Mindy.
 
We will also be setting up afterschool activities, clubs, STEM projects, and sports / 
fitness sessions in the next month.  These programs are free to Madison students, but 
they do require cooperative student behavior and timely pick-up when the session is 
over each day.  Please stay tuned for more information.
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