
James Madison School News!

Principal’s Message 
2018 has been an extraordinary year for our school.  James Madison was 
honored with the Distinguished School Award from the State of California 
School Recognition Program.  The application involved writing about why our 
school is an amazing place for students to learn.  As I thought about our 
school, and what helps us stand apart from other successful schools, I 
recognize some simple but significant facts:  

Fact #1
All schools are faced with the challenge of preparing students for a world that 
has yet to be created.  In the past 100 years, information has evolved from 
knowing what is happening around the block, to what is happening around the 
globe.  Children are aware of more events happening in more places than ever 
before.  Students will have to contend with how to relate to a rapidly changing 
world. 

Fact #2
In spite of our technological advances that help people check their spelling, 
write their words, compute their numbers, and read their books; children still 
need to think, evaluate and apply what they learn to better use, reuse and 
relate to the one planet we all must share. 

Fact #3
Children are still the same in so many ways.  They need time to grow, time to 
appreciate each other, time to play and see their family laugh, and time to 
create memories that will last them a lifetime.  

James Madison is a great school because each of us takes the time to build 
and nurture relationships that allow us to trust and learn.   We are not without 
problems and mistakes.  We are after all, humans, working in an imperfect 
system, with the uncompromised expectation to provide the best possible 
education for each child.   I want to thank everyone, (superb staff, a supportive 
school district, a caring community, but most of all great students), for creating 
the working relationships and lasting friendship needed to sustain the 
excellence and success of James Madison Elementary School. 
 

 Happy holidays, and best wishes for 2019!                

 


