POSTMODERNISM
(1950 to present)

Note: Many critics extend this to present and merge with Contemporary 

1- Mixing of fantasy with nonfiction; blurs lines of reality for reader (Magic realism)

2- No heroes & a questioning of all religions as a harbor of ethics

3- Concern with individual in isolation

4- Social issues as writers align with feminist & ethnic groups

5- Usually humorless

6- Rise of the Anti-hero (Main character who is not a hero and sometimes is his/her worst enemy)

7- Narratives in the Present tense

8- Erodes distinctions between classes of people

9-  Insists that values are not permanent but only "local" or "historical"

10- Struggling with abundance (Post-World War II prosperity)

11- Perception that Media culture interprets values

Famous Postmodern Work:

Mailer's The Naked and the Dead and The Executioner's Song
Feminist & Social Issue poets: Plath, Rich, Sexton, Levertov, Baraka, Cleaver, Morrison, and Walker & Giovanni

Miller's The Death of a Salesman & The Crucible (some consider Modern)

Lawrence & Lee's Inherit the Wind
Capote's In Cold Blood
ALL of Vonnegut (You need to read him and hear what he has to say)

Salinger's Catcher in the Rye

All of Tom Waits (Records and poetry)

The Doors (S/T, Strange Days, & LA Woman)

Beat Poets: Kerouac, Burroughs, & Ginsberg

Kesey's One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest

Charles Bukowski’s Ham On Rye, Factotum, Women, & ALL BOOKS OF HIS POEMS

