Native American

The Chickasaw was a Native American tribe whose ancestral lands are located in the Tennessee Valley.  Their leaders made this plea to the United States government in 1826.  

	“We never had a thought of exchanging our land for any other, as we think that we would not find a country that would suit us as well as this we now occupy, this being the land of our forefathers.  If we should exchange our lands for any other, fearing the consequences may be similar to transplanting an old tree, which would wither and die away, and we are fearful we would come to the same.”

	Translation

We never considered trading our land because we love our land, it is where our people come from.  If we have to trade our land and move we fear that we as a people, community and culture will die just as an old tree would if it were transplanted.


According to the Chickasaw, what freedoms do Native Americans have?

	The Chickasaw believe that Native Americans should …



	I agree/disagree with the Chickasaw because….




President Jackson

President Andrew Jackson of the United States, in his State of the Union Address on Dec. 6, 1830, made the argument that Native Americans would benefit from moving west.

	“What good man would prefer a country covered with forests and ranged by a few thousand savages to our extensive Republic, studded with cities, towns, and prosperous farms…and filled with all the blessings of liberty, civilization, and religion?... Can it be cruel in this Government when, by events which it can not control, the Indian is made discontented in his ancient home to purchase his lands, to give him a new and extensive territory, to pay the expense of his removal, and support him a year in his new abode?  How many thousands of our own people would gladly embrace the opportunity of removing to the West on such conditions!”

 

	Translation

What reasonable person would prefer a wild and heavily forested land with a few thousand Indians to our large nation, with cities, towns and farms…and filled with all the blessings of liberty (freedom), civilization and religion?....Is the government wrong to pay for and give the Indians new land, as well as, pay for their travel (removal) and living expenses for one year?  How many of our own people (Americans) would like to take the government up on this offer?


According to President Andrew Jackson, what freedoms do Native Americans have?

	President Jackson believes that Native Americans should …



	I agree/disagree with the Andrew Jackson because….




Congress

The Indian Removal Act was passed by Congress in 1830.  One hundred and two senators voted for it; ninety-seven voted against it.  One of the main arguments for the Indian Removal Act was that Native Americans were not civilized, so they did not have the same rights as free Americans.  One of the arguments against Indian Removal was that they had a right to their land and their own government.  
	1) Senator John Forsyth, Georgia, 1830, arguing in favor of the Indian Removal Act

	“[The Native Americans are] a race not admitted to be equal to the rest of the community; treated somewhat like human beings, but not admitted to be freemen; not yet entitled and probably never will be entitled, to equal civil and political rights.”



	Translation

The Indians are racially inferior or unequal to the rest of white America; they are in some way human, but not free; not yet capable, and maybe never capable of having equal civil and political rights that white men have.

	2) Arguments against the Indian Removal Act were influenced by a writer named William Penn.
“The American Indians, now living upon lands [from] their ancestors… have a perfect right to the continued and undisturbed possession of these lands…those Indian tribes and nations have never submitted themselves to the government of the whites…these rights of soil and of sovereignty…cannot be taken away by [contracts] between communities of whites to which the Indians were not a party…the Indians being independent nations and having a perfect right to their country and form of government.”



	Translation

 The land that American Indians live on belongs to them...they have every right to live there…they have their own political authority and have never been subject to the laws and rules of America…they have a right to their land and a right to govern themselves…their land cannot be taken away by agreements or treaties that they were not a part of…the American Indians have their own nation and every right to remain in their country and have their own form of government.


Once passed, the Indian Removal Act of 1830 allowed the President of the United States to remove Native Americans to the west of the Mississippi River.

 According to Senator John Forsyth of Georgia, what freedoms do Native Americans have?

	Senator Forsyth believes that Native Americans should …



	I agree/disagree with the Senator Forsyth because….




According to William Penn, what freedoms do Native Americans have?

	William Penn believes that Native Americans should …



	I agree/disagree with the William Penn because….




The State of Georgia

The State Assembly of Georgia believed that the state had complete sovereignty over all the land and people within their borders.

	They said in 1827, “that the Indians are tenants at [Georgia’s] will, and [Georgia] may at any time she pleases, determine that tenancy by taking possession of the premises…if the United States will not redeem her pledged honor; and if the Indians continue to turn a deaf ear to the voice of reason and friendship, we now solemnly warn them of the consequences.  The lands in question belong to Georgia.  She much and she will have them.”



	Translation

…the Indians are guests of Georgia and Georgia has authority, or sovereignty over them and may take possession of their land at any time…if the United States will not do what is right; and if the Indians continue to not do as we like than there will be consequences.  The lands that the Indians live on belong to the state of Georgia.  Therefore, she will have them.


According to the State Assembly of Georgia, what freedoms do Native Americans have?

	The State Assembly of Georgia believes that Native Americans should …



	I agree/disagree with the State Assembly of Georgia because….




Wilson Lumpkin was Georgia’s Governor in 1832.  He made an argument for the rights of Georgians over the rights of Native Americans in his annual message.  He believed that everyone, including Native Americans, who live in within the state’s boundaries should follow Georgia’s laws. 

	“It is due to the sovereign character of every State of the Union to maintain its territorial rights and policy over its own population.  These are rights which can never be surrendered by a free State…In these delicate and highly responsible acts, Georgia has always relied on her own population, the justice of her cause, and the virtue and intelligence of the people of the United States, to sustain her unquestionable constitutional rights.”

	Translation

Every state in the nation has political authority over its land and people.  These are rights which a state can never give up…In these matters, Georgia has always done the right thing with her people, her intent and her abiding by the law.


According to the Governor of Georgia, Wilson Lumpkin, what freedoms do Native Americans have?

	The Governor of Georgia believes that Native Americans should …



	I agree/disagree with the Governor of Georgia because….




Supreme Court

In the court case, Worcester v. Georgia (1832) the U.S. Supreme Court decided in favor of the rights of the Cherokee Nation.  Justice John Marshall said,

	“The Indian nations had always been considered as distinct, independent political communities, retaining their original natural rights, as the undisputed possessors of the soil, from time immemorial…The Cherokee Nation, then, is a distinct community, occupying its own territory, with boundaries accurately described, in which the laws of Georgia can have no force, and which the citizens of Georgia have no right to enter, but with the assent of the Cherokee themselves, or in conformity with treaties, and with the acts of Congress.”

	Translation

The Indian nations have always been their own nation, with their own political authority, or sovereignty having had their own natural rights with sole possession of their land…The Cherokee Nation is its own country, with its own territory and boundaries, in which the laws of the state of Georgia have no power or authority and which the people of Georgia have no right to enter, but with the permission of the Cherokee, or through treaty or acts of Congress.


According to the Supreme Court, what freedoms do Native Americans have?

	The Supreme Court believes that Native Americans should …



	I agree/disagree with the Supreme Court because….




CLOSING QUESTIONS

1. What do you predict will happen to the Native Americans?   Why?

	

	

	

	

	

	


2.  The battle over Indian Removal included many ideologies (natural rights) arguments and legal interpretations, such as which branch of government ultimately has the right to determine the fate of the Native American nations?  Whose idea of freedom will ultimately win out in the end?  

	

	

	

	

	

	


