YOUR FAMILY’S STORY:

Family Members:

Flomo Lewis:

Father, farmer, 52

Alice Lewis:

Mother, works as a nurse, 52

Comfort Lewis:
Elder Daughter, seamstress, 26

Patience Lewis: 
Youngest Daughter, 18

Foday Hughes:
Fiancee of Naomi, 20

Patience is at a crossroads.  At the age of 18, she has just graduated from high school and is prepared to enter the nursing profession.  She is in love and her family is making preparations for her wedding.  Her situation could be the same situation faced by any other young woman in the world.  But is it?

It is 1988, and Patience’s hometown is ZorZor, a city in Lofa County, Liberia, a small country in West Africa.  Her childhood was relatively peaceful, surrounded by her seven older brothers and sisters and extended family network.  She attended a Lutheran boarding school and enjoyed her studies.  Her family, who belong to the Kpelle ethnic group, have lived in Lofa County for generations.  Traditionally, they have grown rice and cassava on their farmlands, but recently, some of the female family members have entered the nursing profession, while the majority of the family clan remained in agriculture.

Patience’s fiancée, Foday, is in the United States, having emigrated for the opportunity to have a better education and brighter future.  He lives with his older sister, Sie, who had petitioned to bring him over to California, one year earlier.  Besides her fiancée, Patience has a number of close relatives in the United States, including her two older brothers, David and Josiah.  Although she has traveled throughout Africa, she has never been to the United States, a country that everyone she knows looks up to as the best country in the world.  While Liberia and the United States have had a long historical connection through the American Colonization Society, Liberians still consider the United States as a place to go to get a very good education and job.

Although Patience has been able to continue making plans for her future, she recognizes that it is due in large part to her parents and elder sister, Comfort, who have been able to shelter and protect her.  There has been tremendous political unrest in the past decade that can no longer be ignored by Patience as she contemplates her next steps.  Neighbors and even an uncle have been imprisoned by the ruling government headed by Samuel Doe.  The community is on edge and feels like the country is spiraling out of control.  And most importantly, she has finally received word from Foday that he is ready for her to join him in the United States.

What should Patience do?  Her family wants her to stay in Liberia.  They argue that her future is in Liberia -- she could be a nurse here, she would be leaving her parents behind, that although Foday is of a good family, there will not be as much familial support in the United States as they would have here.  They argue that if she waits, Foday will return, and they can begin their life together then.  On the other hand, Foday loves her and argues that they will have opportunities for education and employment in the United States that they could never possibly imagine.  He says that he is concerned about her safety and that right now, it is safer to be with him.  He says that they will return to Liberia in time.  

It is Patience’s decision to make.  She is bound to both her family and to her fiancée, and there are reasons to stay and to go.  Should she immigrate by herself and join Foday?  Should she wait and see if there is a way for the entire family to immigrate?  Should she remain and wait for Foday to return?

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The year 1820 is a pivotal year in Liberia’s history.  We can discuss the country we now know as Liberia after 1820, but before that year, that area was not named Liberia.  Rather it was an area occupied by a number of different tribal groups who had different customs and traditions, but who engaged mainly in farming, because of the rich, fertile soil.  Portuguese, British, and Dutch traders established trading posts along the coastline, especially pepper seeds.

In 1820, a group of 86 American immigrants settled in what is now called Monrovia.  This group was made up of free African Americans and formerly enslaved Africans.  The American Colonization Society (ACS), composed of abolitionists, clergymen, and freed African Americans, led this re-colonization enterprise for decades.  They believed that African Americans’ only hope for freedom was not in the United States which allowed the institution of slavery to continue and grow, but in Africa.  From 1820-1847, the ACS governed these new settlements in Liberia, and resettled over 10,000 African Americans who were renamed Americo-Liberians.  In 1847, the Americo-Liberians declared Liberia an independent country, making it the oldest republic in Africa.  The Americo-Liberians established themselves as the ruling elite in Liberia, over the indigenous populations who had lived in the area for centuries.

The trend for Liberians to emigrate from Liberia to the United States began as Liberia’s political stability unraveled in the late twentieth century.  Indigenous Liberians had been locked out of political power since Liberia’s declaration of independence in 1847.  They did not have the right to citizenship until 1904, and the right to vote in 1946.  A rally over rising rice prices ended in a riot in 1979, and in 1980, a sergeant in the Liberian military, Samuel K. Doe, who was of indigenous Liberian descent, assassinated the president, William Tolbert, and overthrew the ruling government.  He established a new government, but the country’s economy continued to deteriorate.  In 1989, Charles Taylor, an Americo-Liberian, overthrew the Doe government, beginning a fifteen-year civil war in which different ethnic groups fought for control of the country.  Over 250,000 people died, and there were numerous human rights abuses, including stories of rape and children being enlisted as soldiers to fight on various sides.

This ongoing political unrest, violence, and instability forced thousands of Liberians to leave the country, emigrating to the United States and Europe.  “According to the United Nations High Commission on Refugees, nearly one-third of the population, 755,000 Liberians, fled into neighboring countries...The scope of the problem could be seen in Monrovia, which went from nearly one million residents in 1990 to about 350,000 by 1996.”

The most significant wave of Liberian immigration to the United States happened from 1989-1997, during the Liberian Civil War.  Before 1989, the number of Liberians immigrating to the United States was less than 1,000.  From 1989-1997, the number increased.  “From 1990 through 1997, the INS reported 13,458 Liberians fled to the United States. This does not include the tens of thousands who sought temporary refuge in the United States. In 1991 alone, the INS granted Temporary Protective Status (TPS) to approximately 9,000 Liberians in the United States.”

Sources and for more information…

· Timeline of Liberia’s History

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/gmdhtml/libhtml/liberia.html 

· Liberia, General History and Current Events

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/country_profiles/1043500.stm 

· Liberia, Civil War

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/africa/liberia/ 

· Liberian-American Communities

http://www.everyculture.com/multi/Le-Pa/Liberian-Americans.html
YOUR FAMILY’S STORY 

Family Members:

Duc Nguyen

Father, 40, rice farmer

Thu Nguyen

Mother, 35, rice farmer

Loc Nguyen

Oldest son, 17

Kim Nguyen

Daughter, 13

Bao Nguyen

Youngest Son, 10

Duc and Thu Nguyen have lived on the family rice farm or near all their lives.  Duc and Thu’s wedding was the happiest match in the entire village.  Duc and Thu continue the rice farm that has belonged to the Nguyen family for decades.  The rice farm was a prosperous one; not only supplying the village, but also was sold in the main city of Saigon.  Duc paid many people to work on the rice farm, and was able to send Loc to the local school.

In the 1970s, war is rampant between the North and South Vietnam.  Duc and his family live in the southern part of Vietnam.  Because of the war, Viet Cong have targeted the village – not only for supplies, but also for taking men to become soldiers.  The Viet Cong were not the only “visitors” to the village – soldiers from the South, as well as Americans have been coming taking people from the village who sympathized with the North.

Duc and his family have never trusted Ho Chi Minh, but have nowhere else to go.  They stay on the farm and village and try to make it.  When the North takes over, policies are implemented to control everything in the villages, and the Nguyen rice farm is taken over by the Communist government.  The Communists have also made accusation against the family about helping Southern officers during the war.  Also, because Loc has been going to school, the Communists are suspecting southern sympathies by Loc.

There are stories of people escaping to America. However, the trip is costly and very dangerous.  If caught, death is certain.  There is no guarantee that the entire family will make it to America.  The family risks the unknown in America, or stay in the village at the possibility of backlash by the Communists.

Should the family move leave, or stay and possibly face Communist actions against the family?

VIETNAMESE IMMIGRATION TO THE U.S.:
“The history of Vietnamese immigration to the United States is relatively recent. Prior to 1975, most Vietnamese residing in the United States were spouses and children of American servicemen in Vietnam. On April 30, 1975, “the fall of Saigon” ended the Vietnam War and prompted the first of two waves of emigration from Vietnam to the United States. Vietnamese who had worked closely with Americans during the Vietnam War feared reprisals by the Communist party. 125,000 Vietnamese citizens departed their native country during the spring of 1975. They were airlifted or fled Vietnam on U.S. military cargo ships and transferred to United States government bases in Guam, Thailand, Wake Island, Hawaii and the Philippines, as part of “Operation New Life.” Subsequently, they were transferred to four refugee centers throughout the United States: Camp Pendleton in California, Fort Chaffee in Arkansas, Eglin Air Force Base in Florida, and Fort Indiantown Gap in Pennsylvania. Initially, Vietnamese immigrants were unwelcomed by the general American populous. A poll in 1975 showed a mere 36% of Americans were in favor of Vietnamese immigration. Fortunately, the Ford Administration supported the arrival of Vietnamese immigrants and passed the Indochina Migration and Refugee Act of 1975. This Act established a program of domestic resettlement assistance for refugees who fled from Cambodia and Vietnam.

In 1977, a second wave of Vietnamese refugees began fleeing Vietnam. This wave of emigration lasted until the mid 1980s. The second wave began as a result of the new Communist government’s implementation of economic, political and agricultural policies based on Communist ideology. These policies included “reeducation” and torture of former South Vietnamese military personnel and those presumed friendly to the South Vietnamese cause, the closing of businesses owned by ethnic Chinese Vietnamese, the seizing of farmland and redistributing it, and the mass forced relocation of citizens from urban to rural areas that were previously uncultivated or ruined during the war. During this time approximately two million Vietnamese fled Vietnam in small, overcrowded boats. This group of refugees would come to be known as the “boat people.” Most of the “boat people” fled to asylum camps in Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia, the Philippines or Hong Kong and awaited acceptance by foreign countries. To assist Vietnamese refugees, Congress passed the Refugee Act of 1980 which reduced restrictions on entry to the United States. The Refugee Act of 1980 provided a definition of a refugee, created the Office of Refugee Resettlement, set the number of refugee admissions at 50,000 per year (unless in cases of an emergency), and allowed a refugee to adjust his or her status after one year to become a permanent resident and after four more years, to become a United States citizen. In addition laws were also passed to allow children of American servicemen and former political prisoners to enter the United States. In total, the United States accepted 531,310 refugees and asylum seekers from Vietnam between 1981 and 2000.

… By the 1990s, large numbers of Vietnamese migrated from their initial resettlement locations to join family and friends in metropolitan areas that were beginning to establish ethnic Vietnamese communities. Currently forty percent of all Vietnamese Americans live in Orange County, California. Other smaller established communities exist in San Jose, Houston and the greater Washington, DC area.

Edited from: http://www.ailf.org/awards/benefit2005/vietnamese_essay.shtml
YOUR FAMILY’S STORY

Family Members:

Young Ji Hue

Father, Store Owner, 45 in San Francisco, CA

Young Shee Mae
Mother, 30, stay at home, running family farm in village in Guangdong, 




Province

Young Ji Hoa

Son, 13 years old

Young Ying Mae
Daughter, 10 years old

Mar Chi Bo

Brother of Shee Mae, 18 years old

Young Ji Hue has been in California for the past twelve years.  He had left the family ten years prior trying to find his fortune in the hills of California.  After 3 years on working on the railroads, he settled in San Francisco, where he and a business partner opened a goods store for other Chinese.

Young Shee Mae has been with her family, helping to run the Mar family farm.  Raising Ji Hoa and Ying Mae has not been hard, but she misses her husband and worries.  The family farm is also having some difficulties.  The countryside is experiencing a lot of civil wars among local warlords; a drought has begun, and it is getting harder and harder to feed the livestock.  Even though Ji Hue sends money, it is not enough.

Young Ji Hoa was taken out of school because his mother could no longer afford to pay for him.  He is forced to help on the farm – but Ji Hoa dreams of being with his father as well as try to get money.  He wants the same opportunities that his father writes about in America.  His uncle, Chi Bo is also trying to get to America because of friends that have gone before, and wrote about the money they are making.

Young Ying Mae does not know her father.  She was born after her father last visited.  She reads the letters her father has sent, but she longs to know whom her father is.  She has many friends in the village, but she sees that they have their fathers.

The village that the Young family lives in is now close to the civil war that is taking place between province leaders and young warlords.  Demands have been made upon the Young and Mar family to provide soldiers to fight against the province leaders.  The family has been forced to feed warlord soldiers.

Young Ji Hue has written to tell the family that they must come now.  He has sent some money, but not enough for the Thirty-dollars it takes for the ferry cost.  Young Shee Mae does not want to leave her brothers and sister, but knows her place is with her husband.  Young Ji Hoa and Mar Chi Bo are excited to leave, and have already made plans to leave, with or without the family.  Young Ying Mae wants to go, but is afraid to leave her friends.

Should they all immigrate to America, or should they stay in Guangdong?

CHINESE IMMIGRATION TO THE US:

“The first documentation of the Chinese in the U.S. begins in the 18th century... Large-scale immigration began in the mid 1800's due to the California Gold Rush. Despite the flood of Chinese immigrants during that time, their population began to fall drastically. Because of laws such as the Chinese Exclusion Act, the highly imbalanced male to female ratio, and the thousands of immigrants returning back to China, the Chinese population in the U.S. fell to a lowly 62,000 people in 1920. Nonetheless, the Chinese make up the largest Asian population in the United States today.

In actuality, the first Chinese immigrants were well and widely received by the Americans. However, the first Chinese immigrants were wealthy, successful merchants, along with skilled artisans, fishermen, and hotel and restaurant owners. For the first few years they were greatly receipted by the public, government officials, and especially by employers, for they were renowned for their hard work and dependability.

However, after a much larger group of coolies, unskilled laborers usually working for very little pay, migrated to the U.S. in the mid 1800's, American attitudes became negative and hostile. By the year 1851, there were 25,000 Chinese working in California, mostly centered in and out of the "Gold Rush" area and [in] San Francisco. … These Chinese clustered into groups, working hard and living frugally. As the populations of these groups increased, they formed large cities of ethnic enclaves called "Chinatowns" all over the country. The first and most important of the Chinatowns, without a doubt, belonged to San Francisco. One of the most remarkable qualities of San Francisco's Chinatown is its geographic stability. It has endured half a century of earthquakes, fires, and urban renewal, yet has remained in the same neighborhood with the same rich culture. 

The Chinese did not only mine for gold, but took on jobs such as cooks, peddlers, and storekeepers. In the first decade after the discovery of gold, many had taken jobs nobody else wanted or that were considered too dirty. However, in 1870, hasty exploitation of gold mines and a lack of well-paying jobs for non-Asians spurred sentiment that the "rice-eaters" were to blame. By 1880, a fifth were engaged mining, another fifth in agriculture, a seventh in manufacturing, an added seventh were domestic servants, and a tenth were laundry workers. Approximately 30,000 Chinese worked outside of California in such trades as mining, common labor, and service trades. During the 1860's, 10,000 Chinese were said to be involved in the building of the western leg of the Central Pacific Railroad. The average railroad payroll for the Chinese was $35 per month. The cost of food was approximately $15 to $18 per month, plus the railroad provided shelter for workers. Therefore, a fugal man could net about $20 every month. Despite the nice pay, the work was backbreaking and highly dangerous. Over a thousand Chinese had their bones shipped back to China to be buried. 

As time passed, the resentment against the Chinese increased from those who could not compete with them. Acts of violence against the Chinese continued for decades, mostly from white urban and agricultural workers. In 1862 alone, eighty-eight Chinese were reported murdered. Though large landowners that hired Chinese, railroads and other large white-owned businesses, and Chinese workers themselves pushed against a growing anti-Chinese legislation, the forces opposing the Chinese prevailed, issuing laws that excluded or harassed them from industry after industry. Mob violence steadily increased against the Chinese until even employers were at risk. Eventually, laws such the Naturalization Act of 1870 and the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 restricted immigration of Chinese immigrants into the U.S.

The Naturalization Act of 1870 restricted all immigration [by] Chinese coolies employed by the Central Pacific.  … this law was the first significant bar on free immigration in American history, making the Chinese the only culture to be prohibited to freely migrate to the United States for a time. Even before the act of 1870, Congress had passed a law forbidding American vessels to transport Chinese immigrants to the U.S. The reason behind the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 was to prevent an excess of cheap labor. However, the act froze the population of the Chinese community leaving its already unproportional sex ratio highly imbalanced. In 1860, the sex ratio of males to females was already 19:1. In 1890, the ratio widened to 27:1. For more than half a century, the Chinese lived in, essentially, a bachelor society where the old men always outnumbered the young. In order to sustain their population after the Chinese Exclusion Act, there was an immeasurable amount of illegal immigration. Plus, the Chinese had created an intricate system of immigration fraud known as "paper sons."

Despite the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, the Chinese population in the United States continued to increase. Although, after the population reached its peak in 1890 with 107,488 people, the Chinese population began its steady decline. These descending numbers reflected not only the severing effect of the legislation on the inflow of Chinese immigrants, but of the many returning back to China due to the highly imbalanced sex ratio and to bring back monetary support for their families. In fact, many of the Chinese immigrants who migrated to the United States had no intention of permanent residency in the country. These sojourners preferred to retain as much of their culture as possible.”

Edited from: http://library.thinkquest.org/20619/Chinese.html
Other Resources:

Hoobler, Dorothy and Thomas, The Chinese American Family Album, (Oxford University Press, 
NY, 1994).

Wong, Wayne Hung & Tong, Benson, American Paper Son: A Chinese Immigrant in the Midwest. 
(University Illinois Press, 2006).

Website about immigration in the United States: http://lcweb2.loc.gov/learn/features/immig/
YOUR FAMILY’S STORY

Family Members:

Joseph Boyden, 
Father 31, Shoe maker (cobbler)

Charity Boyden, 
Mother, 27 

Joy Boyden, 

Oldest Daughter, 10 

John Boyden, 

Oldest son, 9

Matthew Boyden, 
Youngest son, 5

The Boyden’s were a deeply religious family.   Growing up in the Church of England, also known as the Anglican church, they each attended church regularly (in fact, it was required by the King to do so).  Joseph earned my money for the family by making custom shoes to worn to church on Sundays.   His wife worked in their home and provided elementary education to a daughter, Joy, and, two sons, John and Matthew.   Instruction included reading, writing, and mathematics, but was primarily concerned with Protestant Christian teaching, morality, and religious virtues.

The Boyden’s world began to change in the early 1600s when Joseph and Charity became increasingly disillusioned with the structure of the Church of England.  They wanted to further purify the church to what they believed was the original church in the Bible.   As such, they wanted to remove bishops and other clergy members.   When they discovered that they were not able to make such changes and found themselves vulnerable to persecution (including imprisonment for not attending Anglican services), many of their group, called Puritans, considered moving to the New World, America.   Religious freedom, rather than economic gain, was the primary motivation for the Puritans.

Moving to America was not  an easy decision to make.   The only mode of travel at that time was by ship (the sailing kind) on a long, dangerous trip across the Atlantic Ocean.   Many passengers came down with illnesses and diseases along the way.   Waiting for them on the other side was a long, cold winter in the wilderness among Native Americans and other strangers.   The Boyden’s did not have the skills to build houses, hunt animals or other tasks that may be essential to survive in the new environment.   It was not even certain that the new colony would need Joseph’s shoe-making services or that he could get the proper supplies need to craft the shoes.

Should the Boyden’s risk their lives to make the trip to America in order to pursue their religious convictions?   Or should they remain in England and rejoin the Anglican church or continue to try to change it from within?  Should they all go, or only some of them?

Source: The United States Through Industrialism, Chapter 3: The English Colonies in America

In the early 1600s, religion was very important in England.  The king ruled the official Church of England, alos called the Anglican Church.  However, not everyone agreed with the Church’s ideas and practices.   Some felt that the Church was too similar to the Roman Catholic Church and that it needed deep reforms of the type seen elsewhere in Europe with other Protestant groups such as Lutherans and Calvinists.

On group, called Puritans by their opponents, wanted to “purify” the Church by making services simpler and doing away with ranks of authority.  Some of the Puritans, called Separatists, wanted to separate from the English church and form their own congregation.  When Separatists were put in jail for not going to Anglican services, some of them moved to Holland, where they could practice their religion freely.

But Holland wasn’t home, and the Separatists wanted their children to grow up in an English culture.  In 1620, about 50 Separatists set sail for America aboard the Mayflower.  The Separatists had become Pilgrims, people who travel for religious reasons.  The Pilgrims hoped to build their idea of a perfect society in America.  During their voyage, they signed an agreement called the Mayflower Compact that described the way they would govern themselves in the new world.

After a long, uncomfortable journey across the Atlantic, the Pilgrims, landed at Plymouth, near Cape Cod.  Luckily for them the local Native Americans welcomed them.  Without the help of these Native Americans, the Pilgrims would not have survived the first winter.  Ten years later, a large group (about 20,000) of Puritans decided to follow the Pilgrims to America.  The king was relieved to see them go and sent them off with a charter for the colony of Massachusetts Bay.   The charter said that Massachusetts colonists would govern themselves.  The Puritans were pleased with the charter because they wanted to build a community governed by the rules of the Bible.  They hoped to set an example for the rest of the world.  Their governor, John Winthrop, said, “We must consider that we shall be as a city upon a hill.  The eyes of all people are upon us.”

El Salvador

Father: Juan Romero 

Mother: Margarita Acosta

Daughter: Jennifer Romero

Son: Oscar Romero

My name is Juan Romero. I am from the eastern part of El Salvador, from Usulután, near Morazán. I am from a mixed family that comes from both farmland and from the city. It is a very large family and a very religious one. My wife’s name is Margarita Acosta. She is a poet. I have a daughter and son: Jennifer and Romero.
It is 1979. War is happening in El Salvador. There is fierce repression by the government against anybody who is in solidarity with the people; anyone who wants to express their thoughts; anybody who wants to elicit change in the society. The groups that are the most repressed are those doing community work and certain sectors of the church that were receiving refugees from northern El Salvador where the bombing already had started. I am a doctor and I help run community clinics in poor areas of the country.
One day earlier this year, we were in the north of the country, in Chalatenango. My wife and I were going to start a clinic. That day, in fact, we were going to have a surgery. It was a day dedicated to the Virgen of Guadalupe, who is very much revered in my country. At some point during the festivities, my wife left with the kids to go back home. Toward the end of the festivities, when we were still seeing patients and initiating the health promoter training, when everything was so festive, two truckloads of national guardsmen pulled up and started machine-gunning everybody in sight. I was in the clinic door and the first burst of gunfire hit me in the foot and in the head, and I just fell down. After the shooting, the soldiers started taking all the bodies to a truck where they were inspecting them to see who was dead and who was alive. 
I was one of the first ones they found alive and they tried to kill me right then and there. Fortunately, the machine gun locked and did not fire. When they tried to cock the gun again, they kicked me and my backpack came open. They saw all the surgical equipment inside, but they did not know it was surgical equipment. They thought it was some sort of special weapon. That surgical equipment and my shoes saved my life. I had lost one of my shoes because of the gunfire, but I still had the other shoe on. Since the shoe was Range Rover brand, the soldiers thought I was a commander in the forces. I was the only person who survived that day—all the rest were killed and thrown into a mass grave. I didn’t know if my wife and kids were safe; all I could do was pray that they were alright. I was taken by helicopter to a town called El Paraiso, and from there to San Salvador. 
In San Salvador my clothes were taken off, I was blindfolded and I was beaten. After that I was taken to see other prisoners who had been tortured. I could see some of them hanging from the ceiling; women with anatomy cut off, bleeding. Then I was tortured. 
Throughout the whole interrogation process they just kept asking me why I was there with "those people." They kept telling me that all farmers are communists, all poor people are communists, all priests are communists. The punishment had to be the same for everyone, they said, even for those who helped them. I suffered all kinds of torture in the three weeks I was held by the National Guard. One of the worst I can remember is the electric shock. Everyday I was subjected to electric shock. I was also beaten, burned, raped; a hood was put on top of my head. Their goal was to make me say that poor people had guns, that farmers had guns, and that the priests and religious people were the ones giving the campesinos guns. But I could not say that because in my experience I had never seen any weapons among the priests or the campesinos. Another reason I was tortured is that two of my uncles on my mother's side of the family were colonels in the Salvadoran army. High officials in the army went to visit me while I was detained and asked me what role my uncles played in the guerrilla war. 
When I denied all their allegations, the torture got worse. They strung me up from the ceiling with wire through my finger tips. They called it the Chinese fingers. After hanging that way for ten days, they shot me in the left arm to show everybody that I was a leftist. They also cut off the tips of my fingers on my right hand. 
I believe they had already made the decision to let me live, but they wanted to leave me mutilated so that I would always remember. And eventually it did happen. Through the influence of my family, particularly one of my uncles, I was released. Just before they released me, I was warned not to go back to help "those people." I didn’t know where my wife was but I also couldn’t risk going to see her and my kids. It would be safest for them if I stayed away, at least for awhile. 
So there I was wounded from the torture, knowing I could not go to the hospitals because the hospitals were controlled by the military. Lots of my friends who were physicians said they could not risk helping me either. Only one physician friend helped me and he only helped me twice because his family warned him that he was putting his life and theirs at risk. (In fact, one year after that physician helped me he was assassinated—they put a hand grenade in his chest and exploded his body to pieces.) My extended family told me, "Get out of the country. Get out of here because they will kill you and they will kill all of us." So I accepted that I had to leave. But that was an even greater torture for me, the torture of leaving my family, my wife and kids, and leaving my people. 
I had to escape like a common criminal—without any passport or papers. I went through Guatemala, but Guatemala was in the same situation as El Salvador, so I had to hide myself there as well. Some friends took me to Chiapas, Mexico, and left me in a church there. At that church I began my recovery. A little while later I went to Mexico City and that is where I really started recovering. I actually wanted to stay in Mexico because Mexico is near El Salvador. I did not want to go North; I wanted to stay near my people. Also, I knew that at that time the US was sending one million dollars a day in military aid to El Salvador. They were deporting 100 Salvadorans a day, putting them directly into the hands of the military they had fled from in the first place. 

What should I do? Go further north to the United States, and possibly face deportation? Or try to return to El Salvador and search for my family?
Edited from (a true story): http://www.dghonline.org/nl12/romagoza_speech_sum.html
Other sources: PBS Documentary: Enemies of War, El Salvador: Civil War


BACKGROUND
”There is an institutionalized violence that provokes the anger of the people. It is a violence that comes from the right. They want to maintain their privileges through oppressive means. The oppressed, on the other hand, react to this violence and are labeled leftists. But as long as the violence from the right continues then the right is to blame for this situation.”   -Archbishop Oscar Arnulfo Romero


”Indirectly we're responsible for a lot of damage that's been done in that country. You've got a country that's been split in half, you've got a country that's got about 50 percent unemployment, you've got a country that's just now entering into some kind of democratic process. I feel a responsibility. I think that we've spent $6 billion down there helping to destroy the place, I think we should spend a couple of dollars putting it back together again.”  

- US Congressman Joe Moakle
El Salvador: Civil War
Not long after the 1980 assassination of Archbishop Romero, peaceful rallies turned violent as police opened fire on the crowds. News footage of unarmed demonstrators being gunned down on the steps of the National Cathedral turned the eyes of the world to El Salvador, a tiny country in conflict.

The desire to prevent the kind of leftist takeover seen in Cuba and Nicaragua motivated the United States to get involved. Human rights - a cornerstone of President Carter's foreign policy - also propelled the U.S. to action. Not only the general level of violence, but also the murders of American citizens affected U.S. relations with El Salvador. In December 1980, four American churchwomen were raped and murdered. The U.S. responded by cutting off aid to El Salvador, but only very briefly, pending an investigation. Then, in 1981, two American land reform advisers were gunned down in the Sheraton Hotel in San Salvador. The U.S. Congress subsequently decided to disburse aid only as improvements in the Salvadoran human rights situation became evident.

Guerillas Unite
Simultaneously, the opposition strategy of the Salvadoran left was coalescing. In 1981, leftist parties organized with guerrilla groups to coordinate their efforts against the government, uniting to form the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (Frente Farabundo Marti de Liberacion or FMLN). Their counter offensive began in January 1981. Though the FMLN offensive failed on several fronts, they retained certain military strongholds and helped to focus international attention on El Salvador. In August 1981, France and Mexico formally recognized the FMLN as a "representative political force" and called for a negotiated settlement between the warring factions.

The 1980 election of Ronald Reagan as President of the United States changed American policy in El Salvador dramatically. The new U.S. administration worried about Communist expansion in Central America and viewed the El Salvador military government as a potential barrier against Communism. The Reagan administration substantially increased both military and economic aid to El Salvador. 

The civil war raged on in El Salvador, fueled by U.S. aid to the Salvadoran military. The government harshly repressed dissent, and at least 70,000 people lost their lives in killings and bombing raids waged against civilians throughout the countryside. The country's infrastructure had crumbled, and the nation appeared to be no closer to its goals of peace, prosperity and social justice than when the process began. Then, in 1989, the murder of six Jesuit priests, their housekeeper and her daughter at the University of Central America shocked the international community into action. 

Truth Revealed
With continuing reports of atrocities and murders in El Salvador, the U.S. Congress no longer accepted the State Department's assurance that things were getting better. Speaker of the House Tom Foley created a special task force to monitor El Salvador's investigation of the murders. Congressman Joe Moakley of Massachusetts was selected to head up the investigation. During his research and visits to El Salvador, Congressman Moakley encountered a massive cover-up, deep problems with the Salvadoran armed forces, conspiracy and lies, which led him to challenge U.S. policy. He discovered that from a very high level, the armed forces of El Salvador had been responsible for the murders of the Jesuits. His investigation also led to the conclusion that certain levels of the U.S. government had known about the situation long before the task force was created. Moakley's report revealed the cruel injustice of the U.S.-backed Salvadoran government, setting in motion an international process to end the war. Both sides of the conflict in El Salvador approached the United Nations for help in negotiating a settlement. The United Nations sponsored talks, which culminated in the January 1992 signing of the Peace Accords, ending 12 years of civil war. El Salvador continues to rebuild itself after being torn apart by war.

YOUR FAMILY’S STORY

Family Members:

Charles Riley

33 Father, Farmer

Erin Riley

32 Mother, Farmer

Brandon Riley

15 Oldest Son, Farmer

Patrick Riley

14 Middle Son, Farmer

Fiona Riley 

11 Daughter, Farmer

Kyle Riley

7   Youngest Son, Student and Farmer

Life in mid-19th century Ireland was improverished to say the least.  The Riley family worked very hard in order to put food on the table each day.   Most of their diet consisted of potatoes.   Irish families were primarily Catholic ones, tight-knit, often with many children in each family to support.

As you can see above, all members of the family of all ages had some duty to work on the farm in order to support the family.   It was all they do to get by.

In 1845, a fungus called the “potato blight” swept through Ireland decimating the potato crop on which the Riley and many others depended.   Millions of people were starving to death.

Across the Atlantic Ocean was the America, where millions of Irish had already emigrated in the prior century.    The passage to America was costly, however, and for subsistence farmers on the brink of starvation, perhaps impossible.    If you could afford to get to America, you would probably have spent all your money, meaning wherever you embark you would have to stay and conditions for new immigrants were often unsanitary, unsafe resulting in conditions such as cholera, typhus, tuberculosis, and mental illness).

What would you do?   Would you send the entire family?  All at once? How could you pay for it?   What alternatives might you have?

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/learn/features/immig/irish2.html
Irish-Catholic Immigration to America

Irish-Catholic immigrants came to America during colonial times, too, and not all Irish-Catholic immigrants were poor. For example, wealthy Charles Carroll immigrated to America in 1706. His grandson, Charles Carroll of Carrollton, signed his name to the Declaration of Independence.

Ireland’s 1845 Potato Blight is often credited with launching the second wave of Irish immigration to America. The fungus which decimated potato crops created a devastating famine. Starvation plagued Ireland and within five years, a million Irish were dead while half a million had arrived in America to start a new life. Living conditions in Ireland were deplorable long before the Potato Blight of 1845, however, and a large number of Irish left their homeland as early as the 1820s.

In fact, Ireland’s population decreased dramatically throughout the nineteenth century. Census figures show an Irish population of 8.2 million in 1841, 6.6 million a decade later, and only 4.7 million in 1891. It is estimated that as many as 4.5 million Irish arrived in America between 1820 and 1930.

Between 1820 and 1860, the Irish constituted over one third of all immigrants to the United States. In the 1840s, they comprised nearly half of all immigrants to this nation. Interestingly, pre-famine immigrants from Ireland were predominately male, while in the famine years and their aftermath, entire families left the country. In later years, the majority of Irish immigrants were women

The Irish immigrants left a rural lifestyle in a nation lacking modern industry. Many immigrants found themselves unprepared for the industrialized, urban centers in the United States. Though these immigrants were not the poorest people in Ireland (the poorest were unable to raise the required sum for steerage passage on a ship to America), by American standards, they were destitute.


They often had no money beyond the fare for their passage, and, thus, settled in the ports of their debarkation. In time, the sum total of Irish-Americans exceeded the entire population of Ireland. New York City boasted more Irishmen than Dublin, Ireland! 



The Irish established patterns that newcomers to the United States continue to follow today. Housing choices, occupations entered, financial support to families remaining in the homeland, and chain immigrations which brought additional relatives to America, are some of these patterns.


Irish immigrants often crowded into subdivided homes that were intended for single families, living in tiny, cramped spaces. Cellars, attics and make-do spaces in alleys became home. Not only were many immigrants unable to afford better housing, but the mud huts in which many had lived in Ireland had lowered their expectations.

A lack of adequate sewage and running water in these places made cleanliness next to impossible. Disease of all kinds (including cholera, typhus, tuberculosis, and mental illness) resulted from these miserable living conditions. Thus, when the Irish families moved into neighborhoods, other families often moved out fearing the real or imagined dangers of disease, fire hazards, unsanitary conditions and the social problems of violence, alcoholism and crime. 

YOUR FAMILY’S STORY:

Family Members:

Abraham Berkman:
Father, 43, owns a family grocery store

Rose Berkman:
Mother, 40, works as a clerk in the store

Sarah Berkman:
Oldest Daughter, 16

Benjamin Berkman:
Oldest Son, 14

Sophie Berkman:
Youngest Daughter, 10

Abraham and Rose Berkman and their family have lived in Russia all of their lives.  Their entire ancestry for as far back as they can trace lived in Russia.  The Berkmans are a traditional, orthodox Jewish family.  Their lives revolve around their small, Jewish community, centered around the local synagogue.  

Abraham inherited his grocery store from his father.  At one time, the grocery store provided a generous living for him and his family.  Everyone from the Jewish community and many gentiles from the surrounding community frequented his store because he had top quality products for the best prices.  Before the Berkman’s troubles, Sarah, Benjamin, and Sophie attended the local public school and they all made excellent grades.  Benjamin wanted to study medicine in college.

Starting in 1881, the Berkman’s lives changed drastically.  The new czar and his police began conducting pogroms through the Jewish community, in which houses/businesses were sacked and some people were killed.  In the first pogrom, their cousin, Max Berkman was murdered.  In the second pogram, Abraham’s store was sacked and destroyed.  The czar ordered Abraham to close the store indefinitely.  With no source of income, the Berkmans began to lose their savings, and eventually had to sell their possessions and their home.  They had to move in with Rose’s parents in their tiny home.

Sarah, Benjamin, and Sophie were kicked out of their local public school.  Benjamin could have stayed, but he would have been required to have a tutor at home.  Jewish students couldn’t attend school without having tutors.  Since the Berkmans couldn’t afford a tutor, Benjamin had to stay out of school, ruining his dreams of studying medicine.

As life continues to become more and more difficult for Jewish families in Russia, the Berkmans consider moving to America.  They already have a relative there – Abraham’s younger brother lives in Philadelphia.  He lives in a small, one bedroom apartment, and works as a traveling merchant.  In the last letter he wrote a month ago, he offered Abraham a place to stay, but wrote that he cannot house the entire family.   

The trip to America is costly and dangerous.  There’s no guarantee that the entire family will make it in the border.  And if they are accepted, Abraham does not have any special skills that will help him find a job.  Should they all immigrate?  Or should they stay in Russia and face religious persecution and poverty?

RUSSIAN IMMIGRATION TO THE US:

The first Russians reached America in 1747 when fur traders arrived in Alaska. Some settled in the area and the Russian Orthodox Church became active in the region in 1795. When Alaska was purchased by the United States in 1867 most Russians living in the area returned home.

It was not until the later stages of the 19th century that large numbers of Russians emigrated to the United States. The main reason for this was the wave of pogroms in southern Russia against the Jewish community that followed the assassination of Alexander II in 1881.

Research suggests that over half settled in New York and Pennsylvania. Most were unskilled and were forced to accept low-paid jobs in factories and mines. Some unions refused to accept them as members and this resulted in them joining organizations such as the International Workers of the World (IWW).

Large numbers of Russians settled in the Lower East Side of New York. One trade union activist, Abraham Cahan, emerged as the leader of this group and played a role in persuading a significant number to join the American Socialist Party. Others, such as Emma Goldman, Alexander Berkman, Senya Fleshin and Mollie Steimer, became involved in the emerging anarchist movement.

There were several very important books written about Russian immigrant life. This included Yekl, a Tale of the New York Ghetto (1896) by Abraham Cahan and the The Promised Land (1912) by Mary Antin.

Russian immigrants also contributed a great deal to the development of science and industry. Important figures included the aircraft engineers, Igor Sikorsky and Alexander de Seversky, the biologist, Selman Waksman and the pioneer in the development of television, Vladimir Zworykin.

In 1919 Woodrow Wilson appointed A. Mitchell Palmer as his attorney general. Worried by the revolution that had taken place in Russia in 1917, Palmer became convinced that Communist agents were planning to overthrow the American government. Palmer recruited John Edgar Hoover as his special assistant and together they used the Espionage Act (1917) and the Sedition Act (1918) to launch a campaign against radicals and left-wing organizations.

A. Mitchell Palmer claimed that Communist agents from Russia were planning to overthrow the American government. On 7th November, 1919, the second anniversary of the Russian Revolution, over 10,000 suspected communists and anarchists were arrested in what became known as the Palmer Raids. Palmer and Hoover found no evidence of a proposed revolution but large number of these suspects were held without trial for a long time. The vast majority were eventually released but Emma Goldman, Alexander Berkman, Mollie Steimer, and 245 other people, were deported to Russia.

Between 1820 and 1920 over 3,250,000 people emigrated from Russia to the United States. The 1920 the Census revealled that there were 392,049 American citizens that had been born in Russia. By 1930 the Russian Orthodox Church claimed to have 120,000 members in the United States.

An investigation carried out in 1978 revealled that since 1820 over 3,374,000 people emigrated to the United States from Russia. This amounted to 6.9 per cent of the total foreign immigration during this period.

SOURCE: http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/USAErussia.htm
� Ken R. Wells, � HYPERLINK "http://www.everyculture.com/multi/Le-Pa/Liberian-Americans.html" ��http://www.everyculture.com/multi/Le-Pa/Liberian-Americans.html�


� Ibid.





