Timeline of Development in the Brazilian Rainforest

	1822
	
	Brazil declares independence from Portugal


	1870
	
	Workers from northeastern Brazil begin to migrate to the rainforest to become rubber tappers.



	1960
	
	Two large roads are built in the rainforest, signifying the start of government-led development.



	1962
	
	The government creates the first land reserve for native Amazonians.



	1966
	
	The government begins providing tax incentives to ranchers to raise cattle in the rainforest.



	1970
	
	The government begins providing free land for landless peasants willing to become settlers in the rainforest.



	1980
	
	Native Amazonians organize nationally, to protect their land.  A few land reserves are crated over the next decade.



	1985
	
	Rubber tappers organize nationally, and their first land reserve is created three years later.

Landless peasants organize nationally to fight for redistribution of land throughout Brazil so that poor people are not forced to move to the Amazon as settlers.



	1988
	
	Chico Mendes, a famous rubber-tapper spokesperson, is assassinated by a rancher, increasing worldwide interest in Brazil’s policies in the rainforest.



	1989
	
	The government names José Lutzenberger, a famous Brazilian environmentalist, as environmental minister.  He is fired three years later for criticizing the government for corruption.




