The Murder of Archduke Franz Ferdinand

 by Borijove Jevtic

Background: On June 28, 1914, Austria-Hungary’s Archduke Franz Ferdinand was assassinated by Gavrilo Principe in Sarajevo, the capital of Bosnia. This excerpt from an eyewitness account by a fellow conspirator in the assassination plot explains why the attack took place, what happened during the attack, and how Princip, the 19- year-old Serbian assassin, was captured.

Read the following excerpt and answer the following questions.

The little clipping . . . declared that the Austrian Archduke Franz Ferdinand would visit Sarajevo, the capital of Bosnia (A separate territory under Austrian control home to many Slavic people), June 28, to direct army maneuvers in the neighboring mountains. . . . How dared Franz Ferdinand, not only the representative of the oppressor but in his own person an arrogant tyrant, enter Sarajevo on that day?

Such an entry was a studied insult. June 28 is a date engraved deeply in the heart of every Serb. It is the day on which the old Serbian kingdom was conquered by the Turks at the Battle of Amselfelde (a city in Serbia) in 1389. It is also the day on which in the second Balkan War the Serbian arms took glorious revenge on the Turk for his old victory and for the years of enslavement. That was no day for Franz Ferdinand, the new oppressor, to venture to the very doors of Serbia for

a display of the force of arms which kept us beneath his heel. Our decision was taken almost immediately.

Death to the tyrant!

1.) Who is Franz Ferdinand and why do the Slavic people dislike him so much?
2.) Why does the author make such a big deal about June 28th?

When Franz Ferdinand and his retinue passed Gabrinovic (A friend of Princip), he threw his grenade. It hit the side of the car, but Franz Ferdinand with presence of mind threw himself back and was uninjured. The cars sped to the town hall. After the reception in the town hall General Potiorek, the Austrian commander, pleaded with Franz Ferdinand to leave the city, as it was seething with rebellion.

3.) After the first attack, what do you think the Archduke should have done?
4.) At this point in the story, whose side are you supposed to feel sympathetic to, the Bosnians or the Archduke?
The archduke was persuaded to drive the shortest way out of the city and to go quickly, The road to the maneuvers was shaped like the letter V, making a sharp turn at the bridge over the River Nilgacka (A stream running through the city). Franz Ferdinand’s car was forced to slow down for the turn. Here Princip had taken his stand. As the car came abreast (in front of him) he stepped forward from the curb, drew his automatic pistol from his coat and fired two shots. The first struck the wife of the archduke, the Archduchess Sofia, in the abdomen. She was an expectant mother. She died instantly. The second bullet struck the archduke close to the heart. He uttered only one word; ‘Sofia’—a call to his stricken wife. Then his head fell back and he collapsed. He died almost instantly. 
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5.) Look at your answer to question #4, who do you feel sympathetic for now?

6.) Consider if the President and first lady were in the car visiting a foreign country? How would Americans feel? What response would the people expect our government to make?
