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Were the Nürnberg Trials Democratic?

 HOOK

Directions: Read the following passage and then answer the questions posed to the best of your ability.

September 11, 2010, Associated Press

On the 9th Anniversary of the most tragic day in our recent history, the US military, under General Petraeus has announced the news that the world has been waiting to hear.  “It is with great pleasure to announce to you all that we have finally captured Mr. Osama bin Laden.”  The newsroom was in shock and in jubilee.  Americans, in New York’s streets were watching the news unfold in Times Square, erupted in joy and crying.  “I can finally tell my daughter that her death in Tower 2 will finally be avenged,” stated a woman who did not want to be identified.  
Now the next step for the U.S. is to try and determine whether or not to hold the trial of bin Laden here in the U.S. or under the International Court at The Hague.  Since its inception from the United Nation Charter, The Hague has been established to handle such notorious criminals like in 2001 Slobodan Milosevic.  The United States Secretary of State, Hillary Rodham Clinton will make a briefing with the president later today to talk about this particular issue.
In the case of Osama bin Laden and his al Qaida colleagues, the Bush administration has been firm in saying all suspected terrorists will be tried in the U.S., but they have complicated the issue by pushing for secret military tribunals.
  But the U.S. will not have an easy job.  Spanish authorities have already denied sending other suspected terrorists to the US because of the US’s military tribunals.  

The rest of the world has been pressuring President Obama to have bin Laden tried at the International Court.  President Obama is expected to make a decision within the end of the week.  But based upon his past, Obama may decided to hold the court within the U.S. borders as he did with alleged 9/11 mastermind Khalid Sheikh Mohammed. 
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1. Do these extraordinary times call for extraordinary measures such as military tribunals? (Military tribunals are a kind of military court designed to try members of enemy forces during wartime, operating outside the scope of conventional criminal and civil proceedings. The judges are military officers and fulfill the role of jurors.)
2. Would it be easier from a legal standpoint to try bin Laden here in the U.S.? Why? Explain.  Would bin Laden receive a fair trial? Why or Why not? Explain.
3. At The Hague in Europe, there is a world court that is set up to try war criminals.  If bin Laden were facing a U.S. military tribunal, would this undermine the power of the world court? How?  Would the U.S. face problems with other nations like Spain?

4. We can all agree Osama bin Laden should be brought to justice, but what kind of court do you think should dispense that justice?
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