Steps for Preparing a Mini-Drama

Step 1:  Review your role.

Director.  Learns about the social group by carefully examining Placard 3.1A and reading Student Handout 3.1B.  Uses suggestions from the group to create a sceneboard showing how the group will dramatize the scene on Placard 3.1A.  Writes lines in mini-drama script for his or her character.  Helps construct costumes and props.  Participates in the mini-drama.

Script Manager.  Learns about the social group by carefully examining Placard 3.1A and reading Student Handout 3.1B.  Provides Director with ideas for sceneboard.  Leads the process of writing a script for the mini-drama.  Writes and presents a brief introductory statement for the mini-drama.  Participates in the mini-drama.

Props Manager.  Learns about the social group by carefully examining Placard 3.1A and reading Student Handout 3.1B.  Provides Director with ideas for sceneboard.  Writes lines in mini-drama script for his or her character.  Leads the process for constructing costumes and props.  Participates in the mini-drama.

Stage Manager.  Learns about the social group by carefully examining Placard 3.1A and reading Student Handout 3.1B.  Provides Director with ideas for sceneboard.  Writes lines in mini-drama script for his or her character.  Helps construct costumes and props.  Leads the group through the rehearsal process.  Participates in the mini-drama.

Step 2:  Learn about your social group.  Carefully examine your placard to see what the image reveals about the American social group assigned to you.  Then, read aloud the information on Student Handout 3.1B.  As you read the information, highlight or underline key ideas about or experiences of your social group.

_____ After your group has examined Placard 3.1A and read Student Handout 3.1B, have your teacher initial here.

Step 3:  Brainstorm ideas for your mini-drama and create a sceneboard.  You must create a three- to five-minute mini-drama that brings to life the picture of the American social group on Placard 3.1A.  To do this, identify three key difficulties faced by your social group during the Great Depression.  The Director should use a separate piece of paper to create a sceneboard, a diagram that shows from the audience’s point of view how your group will depict these three difficulties in the mini-drama.  Make sure your sceneboard includes

· simple sketches showing where group members will be positioned during most of the mini-drama, and what costumes and props they will use

· captions describing the most important actions group members will perform during the  mini-drama

· voice bubbles containing the most important dialogue group members will recite in the mini-drama.

Our mini-drama will depict these three difficulties faced by our social group during the Great Depression:

3.

_____ After your group has completed its sceneboard, have your teacher initial here.

Step 4:  Write the script for your mini-drama.  Your group must write a two- or three-page script for your mini-drama.  You will work together to develop the script, but each group member must write the lines that will be spoken by her or his character.  As you develop your script, the Script Manager should make sure it

· describes three key difficulties faced by your American social group

· allows each member to participate equally  in the mini-drama

· contains enough lines to sustain a three- to five-minute presentation
_____ After your group has completed its script, have your teacher initial here.

Step 5:  Prepare materials for your mini-drama.  Your mini-drama must include costumes, props, and an introductory statement.  You must make or gather simple costumes, props, visuals, and/or sound effects to make your mini-drama as realistic as possible.  Your introductory statement should provide the audience with a brief, clear, and complete overview of your group’s mini-drama.  As you prepare materials for your mini-drama, the Props Manager should make sure

· each group member has an appropriate costume for the character he or she is playing 

· props are realistic and are effectively incorporated into the mini-drama

_____ After your group has gathered its materials and written its introductory statement, have your teacher initial here.

Step 6:  Rehearse your mini-drama.  Make sure all group members clearly understand their responsibilities for the mini-drama, and that the scene can be presented in the allotted time of 3 to 5 minutes.  As you rehearse your mini-drama, the Stage Manager should make sure that
· the Script Manager delivers the introductory statement clearly and concisely

· the presentation flows smoothly

· costumes and props are used effectively

· lines are spoken clearly, at an appropriate volume, and with dramatic emphasis
_____ After your group has rehearsed its mini-drama several times and is ready to present it to the rest of the class, have your teacher initial here.
