YOUR FAMILY’S STORY:

Family Members:

Seamus Green


Father, 35, sheepherder

Patricia Green


Mother, 31, sheepherder

Ryan Green


Son, 12, 

Karen Green


Daughter, 7

Jenny Green


Youngest daughter, 4

The Green family has heard of America from family members who have already traveled and are not permanently settled in a state called New York.  Seamus’ brother Brian had written many letters of the vast amounts of lands that America has.  “With a little hard work, and a dream you can make it here.”

Ireland does not self-rule ever since the English has come and taken over the lands.  The taxes that the Irish are paying are too high for the Green family.  As simple sheepherders, the taxes are not as bad as most of their neighbors.  Many of the neighbors are having an even harder time paying off the taxes.  The potato crops do not seem to be doing well.  In fact, many potatoes are not fit to eat.

Throughout the island, potato farms are experiencing the same as the village the Green family lives in.  Seamus sees that many villagers are beginning to worry, and even leave Ireland.

Seamus is torn – he loves the land of his fathers, and although his sheep does not seem to prosper in recent months, he believes the family can make it.  But if the potatoes are rotting in the soil, it does not bode well for the family, or Ireland,

The trip to American will cost the family everything they own.  And it is very possible that the Green family may never come back.  What is pressing the family most is little Jenny.  She does not seem to be getting better since she took ill from eating a raw potato.    Ryan and Karen are always hungry, and Patricia is possibly pregnant.

Facing political upheaval because of the taxes, as well as possible starvation, the Greens must make a decision.  Does the family stay and wait till Jenny is better, and try and see if they could still make money with the sheep, or does the family sell the sheep and move to America?

IRISH IMMIGRATION TO THE U.S.:
Ireland’s 1845 Potato Blight is often credited with launching the second wave of Irish immigration to America. The fungus which decimated potato crops created a devastating famine. Starvation plagued Ireland and within five years, a million Irish were dead while half a million had arrived in America to start a new life. Living conditions in Ireland were deplorable long before the Potato Blight of 1845, however, and a large number of Irish left their homeland as early as the 1820s.


In fact, Ireland’s population decreased dramatically throughout the nineteenth century. Census figures show an Irish population of 8.2 million in 1841, 6.6 million a decade later, and only 4.7 million in 1891. It is estimated that as many as 4.5 million Irish arrived in America between 1820 and 1930.

Between 1820 and 1860, the Irish constituted over one third of all immigrants to the United States. In the 1840s, they comprised nearly half of all immigrants to this nation. Interestingly, pre-famine immigrants from Ireland were predominately male, while in the famine years and their aftermath, entire families left the country. In later years, the majority of Irish immigrants were women.

Edited from: http://lcweb2.loc.gov/learn/features/immig/irish2.html
