Information on Environmentalists
	
	Directions: This information will help your group prepare for the conference on the fate of the Brazilian rainforest.  Each group member should read a section of the handout and lead a discussion of the questions following each section.




You are an environmentalist working to slow the deforestation of the Amazon rainforest in Brazil.  You want to establish rainforest land reserves and develop the Amazon more carefully to prevent rapid environmental destruction.

In the 1960s the Brazilian government started developing, and encouraging others to develop, the resources of the rainforest.  As a result, groups began to cut down hardwood trees to sell as timber, clear the forest to make farmland, dam rivers to create water power, and extract minerals such as gold and iron from the ground.  In response, environmentalists began addressing the problem of the destruction of the Amazon rainforest.
Environmentalists include a diverse group of professionals united in their belief that the development of the rainforest should occur slowly so that destructive environmental impact can be carefully measured and prevented.  Scientists study the environmental impact of deforestation, scholars study historical causes of deforestation, business leaders adopt environmentally sustainable industries, and lawyers write environmental protection laws.  Church workers and human-rights activists organize people to protect their rainforest communities from the negative impact of deforestation.

	Stop here
and discuss
	· Why did environmentalists begin addressing the destruction of the rainforest in the 1960s?
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	· Which groups of people are considered environmentalists in Brazil?

· What does each group do to slow the deforestation of the rainforest?


Environmentalists have identified several damaging effects of developing the Amazon.  New arrivals to the forest have deforested the Amazon rapidly: ranchers slash and burn the forest to graze their cattle and then export beef, settlers clear the forest to farm (mostly without success because the soil is too poor), and government-sponsored hydroelectric dams have flooded areas of the forest.  Environmentalists are concerned that carbon dioxide released from burning forests prevents heat from sunlight from leaving the atmosphere and causes a greenhouse effect, or gradual worming of the earth.  Scientists are concerned because deforestation has extinguished thousands of plant and animal species.  Scientists worry that species of plants that might be used for medicine are being destroyed forever through deforestation and are not found anywhere else in the world.
	Stop here

and discuss
	· Which groups have deforested the rainforest and why?

· What environmental problems result from the deforestation of the
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	      rainforest?


To stop groups from destroying the Amazon rainforest, environmentalists have responded with several solutions.  Many environmentalists focus their energies on protecting the land rights of traditional rainforest groups, such as Indians and rubber tappers, because they use resources of the forest—by gathering nuts and tapping rubber—without destroying it.  Environmentalists help Indians, rubber tappers, and settlers put aside their hostilities and suspicions of each other and forge alliances, such as the Alliance of the Peoples of the Rainforest, to protect the rainforest.

Environmentalists have also helped rubber tappers and Indians convince the government to set aside large areas of natural rainforest, called reserves, for common use by these communities.  Environmentalists pressure the government—by publishing articles, writing letters, and protesting—to stop environmentally destructive projects that encourage deforestation, such as logging, cattle ranching, and dam construction.  In the 1990s the government began responding to pleas by environmentalists to slow development.  For example, environmental scientists working for the government locate fires using satellite photography and then fine those who burn the forest without a government permit.  But the government has at times showed an unwillingness to follow through on its promise to do what is necessary to defend the environment.  In 1989 the government named José Lutzenberger, a famous Brazilian environmentalist, as environmental minister, but then fired him three years later after he criticized the government for corruption and mismanagement of foreign funds.
	Stop here

and discuss
	· What solutions have environmentalists proposed to slow deforestation?
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	· How have environmentalists worked with other groups to slow deforestation?


