Industry and Social Darwinism
Objective:

Students will be learning about the effects the philosophy of Social Darwinism had on American Industry in the late 19th and early 20th century.  This is in accordance with California State Standard 11.2.
Focus Question:

How did Social Darwinism affect America’s industry of the late 19thc to early 20thc?

California State Standard

11.2 - Students analyze the relationship among the rise of industrialization, large-scale rural-to-urban migration, and massive immigration from Southern and

Eastern Europe.

5. Discuss corporate mergers that produced trusts and cartels and the economic and political policies of industrial leaders.

6. Trace the economic development of the United States and its emergence as a major industrial power, including its gains from trade and the advantages of its physical geography.

7. Analyze the similarities and differences between the ideologies of Social Darwinism and Social Gospel (e.g., using biographies of William Graham Sumner, Billy Sunday, Dwight L. Moody).

Materials:

· CSI Background Essay for students

· CSI handout for student work

· “Evidence” materials – primary sources for stations

· Hook power point projected

Time:

· 1-2 class periods (55-minute classes)

Lesson:
Pre-lesson Homework- The day before the lesson pass out background essay with questions to students. Have students answer the questions in preparation for tomorrow’s lesson. 

Hook Activity-10 min- Students take notes/answer questions from Hook power point presentation on differences between social classes at the turn of the century, with a specific emphasis on Carnegie, Rockefeller, JP Morgan, and the working class’ homes/lifestyles. 
Main Activity- 45 minutes- Before the lesson, teacher should have created “stations” where each quote, or “the evidence”, is placed around the classroom. Students will move around to each piece of evidence with corresponding CSI handout worksheets and answer comprehension questions. After going to each station, students should either individually or in table groups, finish by creating sentence starters using the evidence gathered at the end of their CSI handouts.

Homework/Optional assignment- Have students write three paragraphs answering the focus question: How did Social Darwinism affect America’s industry of the late 19th c to early 20th c?
