Immigration and Families –

Push/Pull Factors of immigration in the Early 20th C
Objectives:

This lesson created by teachers from Oakland School for the Arts, and East Oakland School of the Arts, wanted to teach their students about the effects of push-pull factors of immigrants to the United States.

The objectives of this group was to introduce to students the push-pull factors of immigration, as well as challenging students their notions of who is an immigrant.

California State Standards:
11.2 Students analyze the relationship among the rise of industrialization, large-scale rural-to-urban migration, and massive immigration from Southern and Eastern Europe.
Format of the lesson:

Hook Activity – Who is an immigrant?

· Have students with the handout “Worksheet PPP Opener”

· Then begin with the power point Immigrant or Not.ppt

· Follow directions.

Lesson – 

· Group students together

· Pass out the handout Family stories

· Each group be a different group of immigrants

· Pass out the handout “Immigrating to America”

· Give students 20-25 minutes to read, and fill out the handout

· While students are working, either situate the tables in a large circle, (or do this prior to the lesson), or have a large rope in a large circle.  The circle represents “America”

· To make it interesting, you can add barriers that certain immigrant groups might have, or have faced in our history.

· Pass out the Worksheet Country Profile Leave or Not handout to everyone

· Make sure that all the students are filling out the handout while families report out.

· Hold class discussion as to what took place, and why.  What were the barriers families faced?  Did some families just stay? Leave some family members behind?  Why? How is this relevant to immigrant today?

· Finally – identify what the push factors as well as the pull factors for those coming to America.
