Excerpt of Interview of Karl Doenitz
, grand admiral, commander in chief of the navy (1943-1945) Interview conducted by Dr. Leon Goldensohn, US Army Physician & Psychiatrist.  (March 3, 1946)

“Doenitz like particularly the question Biddle asked Justice Robert H. Jackson about how far the responsibility for criminal acts would go, in the event the organizations were found criminal.  Doenitz feels it is ‘very dangerous’ to make these organizations criminal because so many thousands of people belonged to them, and every German had at least a relative belonging to the SA, SD, SS, and so forth.

We talked of many things. Doenitz’s plans… ‘…I will write my memoirs.  I think I should do this for the German people.  So they can see for themselves what things went on and how little those of us in the leadership knew about Hitler and Heinrich Himmler’s atrocities.’”

“It is hard for an American to understand, said Doenitz, but the watch-word of Hitler was ‘Mind your own business and just do the job you have.’ There Doenitz knew nothing about plans for an aggressive war, nothing about extermination of the Jews, nothing about the plans for extermination of 30 million Slavs, nothing about the atrocities in Russia and Poland. ‘I do know that the Russians did the same things when they went through East Prussia.’”
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http://wernerhartenstein.tripod.com/U156DoenitzSurrender.htm
� Karl Doenitz was sentenced to 10 years imprisonment for crimes against peace and war crimes.





� Leon Goldensohn, The Nuremberg Interviews, edited by Robert Gellately (New York, Vintage Books, 2004) pg. 4.





