Demands for Reform: Analyzing Primary Documents

Before the Estates General met in May 1789, local meetings of each estate drew up cahiers (kah YAYZ), or notebooks, of grievances and demands for reform.  Following are examples of the demands.  Read them carefully and answer the questions that follow.

	1. The power of making laws resides in the king and the nation.

	2. The nation, being too numerous for a personal exercise of this right, has confided its trust to representatives freely chosen from all classes of citizens.  These representatives constitute the national assembly.

	3. All members of the municipal assemblies of towns and villages shall be elected. 

	4. All offices and positions, civil, ecclesiastical, and military, shall be open to all orders.

	5. The three functions, legislative, executive, and judicial, shall be separated and carefully distinguished.

	6. All property shall be inviolable and sacred… No one shall be deprived thereof except for public interest, and he then shall be compensated without delay, and at the highest possible price.

	7. The jury system shall be introduced in all criminal cases, and in civil cases for the determination of fact, in all the courts of the realm.

	8. All distinctions in penalties shall be abolished; and crimes committed by citizens of the different orders shall be punished according to the same forms of law and in the same manner.

	9. All taxes on real and personal property shall be levied equally on all the goods of ecclesiastics, nobles, and commoners….and all privileges which are really subsidies shall be wiped out.

	10. Freedom should be granted also to the press, which should however be subjected, by means of strict regulations, to the principles of religion, morality, and public decency.

	11. Feudal dues exacted from those holding fiefs should be abolished, along with all regulations which exclude members of the lower estate from positions, offices, and ranks which have hitherto been bestowed on nobles either for life or hereditarily.

	12. All relics of serfdom, agrarian or personal, still remaining in certain provinces, shall be abolished.


1. Which of the demands were met at least in part by the National Assembly on August 4, 1789? _____________________________________________________________

2. Which of the demands were met at least in part by the Declaration of the Rights of Man adopted on August 26, 1789? ________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

3. Which of the demands were met at least in part by the Constitution of 1791? _______
_____________________________________________________________________

4. Which of the demands were probably most important to members of the Third Estate?  Why? _______________________________________________________________

