Communist Manifesto
	In November 1847 the Communist League, a secretive international association of workers, met in London to draft a theoretical and practical program for their party.  The Communist Manifesto, written by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, and excerpted here, has since become one of humankind’s most controversial and studied political documents.


A spectre is haunting Europe—the spectre of Communism.  All the Powers of old Europe have entered into a holy alliance to exorcise this spectre. . . .


Two things result from this fact.


I. Communism is already acknowledged by all European Powers to be itself a Power.


II. It is high time that Communists should openly, in the face of the whole world, publish their views, their aims, their tendencies, and meet this nursery tale of the spectre of Communism with a Manifesto (written statement) of the (Communist) party itself. . . . 


The history of all hitherto existing society is the history of class struggles.


Freeman and slave, patrician and plebeian, lord and serf, guild-master and journeyman, in a word, oppressor and oppressed, stood in constant opposition to one another, carried on uninterrupted, now hidden, now open fight, a fight that each time ended, either in a revolutionary re-constitution of society at large, or in the common ruin of the contending (battling) classes. . . .


Society as a whole is more and more splitting up into two great hostile camps, into two great classes directly facing each other: Bourgeoisie and Proletariat. . . .

The bourgeoisie, wherever it has got the upper hand, has put an end to all feudal, patriarchal, idyllic relations. . . . It has resolved personal worth into exchange value, and in place of the numberless indefeasible (incapable of being undone) chartered freedoms, has set up that single, unconscionable (unprincipled) freedom—Free Trade.  In one word, for exploitation, veiled by religious and political illusions, it has substituted naked, shameless, direct, brutal exploitation. . . .


In proportion as the bourgeoisie, i.e., capital, is developed, in the same proportion is the proletariat, the modern working-class, developed, a class of laborers, who live only so long as they find work, and who find work only so long as their labor increases capital.  These laborers, who must sell themselves piecemeal, are a commodity, like every other article of commerce, and are consequently exposed to all the vicissitudes (unpredictable changes) of competition, to all the fluctuations of the market. . . . 

In what relation do the Communists stand to the proletarians as a whole? . . .


The distinguishing feature of Communism is not the abolition of property generally, but the abolition of bourgeois property.  But modern bourgeois private property is the final and most complete expression of the system of producing and appropriating products, that is based on class antagonism, on the exploitation of the many by the few.


In this sense, the theory of the Communists may be summed up in the single sentence: Abolition of private property. . . .


You are horrified at our intending to do away with private property.  But in your existing society private property is already done away with for nine-tenths of the population; its existence for the few is solely due to its non-existence in the hands of those nine-tenths.  You reproach us, therefore, with intending to do away with a form of property, the necessary condition for whose existence is the non-existence of any property for the immense majority of society.


In one word, you reproach us with intending to do away with your property.  Precisely so: that is just what we intend. . . .


The Communists are further reproached with desiring to abolish countries and nationalities.


The working men have no country.  We cannot take from them what they don’t possess.  Since the proletariat must first of all acquire political supremacy, must rise to be the leading class of the nation, must constitute itself the nation, it is, so far, itself national, though not in the bourgeois sense of the word.


National differences and antagonisms between peoples are daily more and more vanishing, owing to the development of the bourgeoisie, to freedom of commerce, to the world-market, to uniformity in the mode of production and in the conditions of life corresponding thereto.


The supremacy of the proletariat will cause them to vanish still faster.  United action, of the leading civilized countries at least, is one of the first conditions for the emancipation of the proletariat. . . .


The proletariat will use its political supremacy to wrest, by degrees, all capital from the bourgeoisie, to centralize all instruments of production in the hands of the State, i.e., of the proletariat organized as a ruling class; and to increase the total productive forces as rapidly as possible.


Of course, in the beginning, this cannot be effected except by means of despotic inroads on the rights of property, and on the conditions of bourgeois production; by means of measures, therefore, which appear economically insufficient and untenable (unreasonable), but which in the course of the movement outstrip themselves, necessitate further inroads upon the old social order, and are unavoidable as a means of entirely revolutionizing the mode of production.


These measures will of course be different in different countries.


Nevertheless, in the most advanced countries the following will be pretty generally applicable:

1. Abolition of property in land and application of all rents of land to public purposes.

2. A heavy progressive or graduated income tax.

3. Abolition of all right of inheritance.

4. Confiscation of the property of all emigrants and rebels.

5. Centralization of credit in the hands of the State, by means of a national bank with State capital and an exclusive monopoly.

6. Centralization of the means of communication and transport in the hands of the State.

7. Extension of factories and instruments of production owned by the State; the bringing into cultivation of waste lands, and the improvement of the soil generally in accordance with a common plan.

8. Equal liability of all to labor.  Establishment of industrial armies, especially for agriculture.
9. Combination of agriculture with manufacturing industries; gradual abolition of the distinction between town and country by a more equable distribution of the population over the country.

10. Free education for all children in public schools.

====================

THINKING CRITICALLY

1. According to Marx and Engels, what has the bourgeoisie sacrificed in pursuit of free trade?

2. According to Marx and Engels, what must happen before the proletariat will be free?

3. Although Marx and Engels envisioned communism as a system in which all people are equal, history has shown that communism carries may disadvantages for a people and a nation.  What are these disadvantages?
PAGE  
3

