The Carlsbad Decrees

The Carlsbad Decrees of 1819 were Metternich’s response to liberalism in the universities.  Liberalism was particularly popular with the German Student League (Allgemeine Burschenschaft), which had been organized during the struggle against Napoleon.  Read the selections from the Carlsbad Decrees below and answer the questions that follow.

Article 1.  A special governmental representative, endowed with proper instructions and extensive powers, shall be appointed to each university, and he shall reside in the locality of the university….

The functions of this plenipotentiary shall be: to see to the strictest enforcement of the existing laws and disciplinary regulations; to observe carefully the spirit in which the instructors conduct their public and classroom lectures; to give this spirit salutary guidance with a view to the future attitude of the students, without, however, interfering directly in matters of scholarship or methods of instruction; and finally, to devote unceasing attention to everything that might contribute to the promotion of morality, good order, and propriety among the students….

Article 2.  The Confederated Governments mutually pledge themselves to remove from universities and other such institutions of learning all university instructors and other public teachers who have shown themselves obviously unfit for the administration of the important office entrusted to them, either by demonstrable deviation from duty or by exceeding the bounds of their profession, by abuse of their legitimate influence upon the minds of youth, or by disseminating pernicious ideas which are dangerous to the public peace and order or are subversive of the basis of existing governmental institutions….
A teacher who has been expelled in this fashion may not be appointed again to any public institution of learning in any other state of the Confederation.

Article 3.  The laws which have existed for some time against secret and unauthorized societies in the universities shall remain in full force and severity; and especially they shall all the more definitely apply to the association established some years since under the name of Allgemeine Burschenschaft since this society is based on the utterly inadmissible conception of lasting fellowship and communication between the universities.  In considering this matter the governmental agents shall be obligated to exercise especial vigilance.

The governments agree that no individual who shall be proved to have entered into, or remained in, any such secret or unauthorized association after the publication of the present resolution, may be admitted to any public office.

Article 4.  No student who is expelled from a university by a decision of the University Senate which has been approved or proposed by the governmental agent, and no student who leaves the university in order to escape such action, may be admitted to another university; furthermore, no student may be accepted in another university without a certificate of good behavior from the university he has left.

Vocabulary:  Use a dictionary to find the meanings of the following words:
plenipotentiary ___________________________________________________________
salutary _________________________________________________________________

disseminating ____________________________________________________________
pernicious _______________________________________________________________

subversive ______________________________________________________________
Comprehension
1. Put an X before the statements about the Carlsbad Decrees that are accurate.

____ Each university would get a plenipotentiary to enforce its laws.

____ Teachers who were expelled from one school could not be appointed to another.

____ The Allgemeine Burschenschaft would be encouraged to carry on its activities.

____ Students expelled from one university could not enroll in another.

2. What did the Carlsbad Decrees say about existing laws concerning unauthorized societies? ____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

3. What did a student need in order to be accepted by another university? ____________
_____________________________________________________________________

4. On what grounds could teachers be removed from their posts? __________________
_____________________________________________________________________

Critical Thinking
1. In which academic departments do you think the teachers might have been most closely monitored?  Give reasons for your answer.  ___________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Why do you think Article 1 states that the plenipotentiary shall not interfere “directly in matters of scholarship or methods of instruction”? __________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. In Chapter 20, you learned that the Carlsbad Decrees ended student agitation for a generation.  Why do you think this happened? _______________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What do the Carlsbad Decrees tell about the importance of universities in Metternich’s time?  How does this compare with the role of universities today?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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