The Declaration of the Rights of Man:

Analyzing a Primary Source

On August 26, 1789, the National Assembly adopted the Declaration of the Rights of Man.  Read the excerpt from the declaration below and answer the questions that follow.

	The representatives of the French people, organized as a national assembly, believing that the ignorance, neglect, or contempt of the rights of man are the sole causes of public misfortunes and the corruption of governments, have determined to set forth in a solemn declaration, the natural, inalienable and sacred rights of man….

The aims of all political association is the preservation of the natural…rights of man.  These rights are liberty, property, security, and resistance to oppression.

Liberty consists of being able to do everything which injures no one else….

Law is expression of the general will.  Every citizen has a right to participate personally or through his representative in its formation.

No person shall be accused, arrested, or imprisoned except in the cases and according to the forms prescribed by law….

…all persons are held innocent until they shall have been declared guilty….

The free communication of ideas and opinions is one of the most precious of the rights of man.  Every citizen may, accordingly, speak, write, and print with freedom, being responsible, however, for such abuses of this freedom as shall be defined by law.


1. What does the declaration say is the cause of corruption of government? __________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What does the declaration say are the natural rights of man? ____________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. How does the declaration describe law? ____________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What rights do people have, according to the declaration? ______________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. How does the declaration show the influence of the English Bill of Rights and the American Declaration of Independence? ____________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
