Roman Code of Law

Read the selections and rewrite each one in your own words. Then describe how you feel about each law.
A. Unless they make a settlement, debtors shall be held in bonds for sixty days.  During that time they shall be brought before the court in the meeting place on three successive market days, and the amount for which they are judged liable shall be announced; on the third market day they shall suffer capital punishment or be delivered up for sale abroad, across the Tiber.

B. If any person has sung or composed against another person a song such as was causing slander or insult to another, he shall be clubbed to death.

C. If a person has maimed another’s limb, let there be retaliation in kind unless he makes agreement for settlement with him.

D. The penalty shall be capital punishment for a judge or arbiter legally appointed who has been found guilty of receiving a bribe for giving a decision.

