Ghost Dance at Wounded Knee
	Objective:

You will learn about injustices committed against American Indians during the westward expansion of the United States.

Vocabulary:

· defiance

· expedition

· fetishism

· manifest destiny


	


Discussion Questions:
1. How did the U.S. government view American Indians and their culture in the mid-1800s?  How did cultural misunderstandings lead to conflict?

2. Why did Sitting Bull want to bring the Ghost Dance to his people?  Why did the dance frighten whites?

3. How and why did things get out of hand at Wounded Knee Creek?

4. In what ways is the Indian Self-Determination and Educational Assistance Act of 1975 an expression of cultural sensitivity toward American Indians and a step toward healing the relationship between the U.S. government and the Indian population?  Why were some American Indians dissatisfied with this law?

Writing Assignments:

1. Write an essay discussing how the U.S. government could have approached territorial expansion differently, in a way that recognized the equality and humanity of the Indians.

2. Write a short essay discussing the 1973 confrontation at Wounded Knee.  What were the issues that sparked the confrontation?  How was it resolved?  What was its significance in U.S. history?  In addition to books on Indian affairs, use the school and local libraries to search back issues of The New York Times and major newsmagazines.  What was the tone of the coverage?  Were all points of view addressed?

3. Research the Ghost Dance.  Make a report to the class, summarizing the history of the Ghost Dance, describing a Ghost Dance ceremony and discussing its significance in Plains Indian culture.

4. Write a short report on an Indian group or groups that inhabited your area before the Europeans arrived.  Do any of them remain?  What became of those who left?  How do place-names in your county or state reflect Indian presence?

5. Write an essay comparing and contrasting Sitting Bull and Bill Cody as American heroes.  How do you explain their friendship?

Project Ideas:

1. Invite an American Indian or expert on Indian culture to your class to talk about contemporary issues in American Indian life and current relations with the U.S. government.  Prepare a list of questions for discussion.

2. Working in five groups, select one of the following tribes of American Indians—Apache, Navajo, Sioux, Cheyenne, Nez Percé—and report on the role of women in each culture.  Describe a typical day in the life of a woman in that culture.  What positions do women hold in the culture?  What challenges do Indian women face in today’s society?

3. Work in groups or individually to examine children’s and young adult books, textbooks and videos for stereotypes about Indians, such as stilted language, primitive dialogue, the image of “savage” (vicious or noble).  Report your findings.  How does stereotyping create obstacles to equality?

4. How does tribal government differ from local, state and national government?  Choose the tribe living nearest your home to research.

Vocabulary:

· defiance:  Open, bold resistance to authority or opposition

· expedition:  A journey undertaken for some definite purpose

· fetishism:  Worship of or belief in objects deemed to have magical power

· manifest destiny:  The belief that the expansion of the U.S. from the Atlantic to the Pacific was the will of God
Discussion Answers:

1. How did the U.S. government view American Indians and their culture in the mid-1800s?  How did cultural misunderstandings lead to conflict?

	The U.S. government believed Indians lived in isolated, primitive conditions, were unduly influenced by superstition and were a simple, uninformed, inferior people.  The U.S. government adopted a paternalistic attitude toward Indians.  Cultural misunderstanding often caused the government to misinterpret Indian motives and actions and led to a lack of respect for Indian autonomy and to a disruption of Indian ways of life.


2. Why did Sitting Bull want to bring the Ghost Dance to his people?  Why did the dance frighten whites?

	He believed the Ghost Dance might generate energy, excitement and hope among his people, who were starving and dispirited.  Whites did not understand the Ghost Dance and believed it to be a form of rebellion.


3. How and why did things get out of hand at Wounded Knee Creek?

	Although the Indians had surrendered, soldiers believed they were hiding guns.  The atmosphere was tense.  Cavalry units were heavily armed.  A medicine man started a Ghost Dance, which frightened the soldiers.  During a search for weapons, an Indian rifle discharged.  Confusion set in, and soldiers emptied their guns into the Indian camp, killing some 25 of their own and more than 290 Indians.


4. In what ways is the Indian Self-Determination and Educational Assistance Act of 1975 an expression of cultural sensitivity toward American Indians and a step toward healing the relationship between the U.S. government and the Indian population?  Why were some American Indians dissatisfied with this law?

	The U.S. government began to back away from its paternalistic policies toward Indians by paying tribes to take over certain services from the federal government.  In this action, the government began to recognize the right of Indians to have some control over their own lives.  This was only a first step, and Indian leaders felt that much more needed to be done.
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