Anne Frank’s Diary

In July 1942, Anne Frank and her family went into hiding in Amsterdam, Holland, living above a warehouse in a “secret annexe.”  In early August 1944, a Dutch informer betrayed them to the Nazis.  Anne and her relatives died in the concentration camp at Belsen.  Only the father survived.  This selection is from a diary kept by Anne Frank during those years.  Read the extract and answer the questions.
Saturday, 20 June, 1942
In order to enhance in my mind’s eye the picture of the friend for whom I have waited so long, I don’t want to set down a series of bald facts in a diary like most people do, but I want this diary itself to be my friend, and I shall call my friend Kitty…. I [was born] on June 12, 1929 [in Frankfurt, Germany] and, as we are Jewish, we emigrated to Holland in 1933….

After May 1940 the good times rapidly fled: first the war, then the capitulation, followed by the arrival of the Germans, which is when the sufferings of us Jews really began.  Anti-Jewish decrees followed each other in quick succession.  Jews must wear a yellow star.  Jews must hand in their bicycles, Jews are banned from trains and are forbidden to drive.  Jews are only allowed to do their shopping between three and five o’clock and then only in shops which bear the placard “Jewish shop.”  Jews must be indoors by eight o’clock and cannot even sit in their own gardens after that hour.  Jews are forbidden to visit theaters, cinemas, and other places of entertainment….and many more restrictions of a similar kind.

Tuesday, 11 April, 1944
Who has inflicted this upon us?  Who has made us Jews different from all other people?  Who has allowed us to suffer so terribly up till now?  It is God that has made us as we are, but it will be God, too, who will raise us up again.  If we bear all this suffering and if there are still Jews left, when it is over, then Jews, instead of being doomed, will be held up as an example.  Who knows, it might even be our religion from which the world and all peoples learn good, and for that reason and that reason only do we have to suffer now.

Tuesday, 6 June, 1944

“This is D-day” came the announcement over the English news and quite rightly, “this is the day.”  The invasion has begun!... Great commotion in the “Secret Annexe”!  Would the long-awaited liberation that has been talked of so much, but which still seems too wonderful, too much like a fairy tale, ever come true?…

Oh, Kitty, the best part of the invasion is that I have the feeling that friends are approaching.  We have been oppressed by those terrible Germans for so long, they have had their knives at our throats, that the thoughts of friends and delivery fills us with confidence!... Margot says, I may yet be able to go back to school in September or October.

Tuesday, 1 August, 1944

A voice sobs within me: “There you are, that’s what’s become of you: you’re uncharitable, you look supercilious and peevish, people dislike you and all because you won’t listen to the advice given you by your own better half.”  Oh, I would like to listen, but it doesn’t work; if I’m quiet and serious, everyone thinks it’s a new comedy and then I have to get out of it by turning it into a joke, not to mention my own family, who are sure to think I’m ill, make me swallow pills for headaches and nerves, feel my neck and my head to see whether I’m running a temperature…and criticize me for being in a bad mood.  I can’t keep that up: if I’m watched to that extent, I start by getting snappy, then unhappy, and finally I twist my heart round again, so that the bad is on the outside and the good is on the inside and deep on trying to find a way of becoming what I would so like to be, and what I could be, if…there weren’t any other people living in the world.
Vocabulary:  Use a dictionary to find the meanings of the following words:
enhance ________________________________________________________________

capitulation ______________________________________________________________
supercilious _____________________________________________________________

peevish _________________________________________________________________

Comprehension
1. When did the suffering of the Jews begin in Holland? _________________________

2. Did the sufferings of the Jews cause Anne to lose faith in God?  Explain. __________
_____________________________________________________________________

3. How did the Frank family learn of the Allied invasion of Europe? ________________
_____________________________________________________________________

4. What happens if Anne is quiet and serious? _________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

Critical Thinking

1. What does the diary men to Anne? ________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

2. (a) How would you characterize Anne Frank?  (b) How does she characterize herself?  (c) What accounts for the difference? ______________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. (a) What future does Anne see for the Jews?  (b) Do you think she was accurate?  Explain. _____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

4. (a) How does the mood of Anne Frank’s diary entries change over the months and years of hiding?  (b) How might you explain the mood? _______________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What can you learn about the experiences of individuals during World War II from a document such as this? __________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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