Spain During the 1930s

Directions: Read the paragraphs below and study the map carefully.  Then answer the questions that follow.

Spain experienced a decade of political turmoil in the 1930s.  In 1931, Alfonso XIII, the last Spanish king, was dethroned in favor of a democratic government.  That event launched a series of failed governments and a bloody civil war that would leave Spain in the hands of a Fascist dictator.

The democratic government attempted many long overdue reforms.  For instance, it wrote laws that separated church and state and redistributed land from the rich to the poor.  However, many poor people felt that they did not get enough land, while the wealthy felt that they had lost too much land.  Amid turmoil, new elections were held in 1933 and a more conservative government took control.

In February of 1936, elections were held again.  The liberal or Republican party defeated a conservative group supported by the military.  In July, General Francisco Franco led a group called the Nationalists in a revolt against the newest republican government.  The Republicans gathered their forces in defense, and a civil war followed.  The government looked to the United States, France, and Britain for supplies, soldiers, and weapons.  However, those countries adhered to a strict policy of neutrality and also forbade other countries from intervening.  Only the Soviet Union and volunteer groups in the United States and Europe helped the Republicans.  On the other hand, Franco benefited from German and Italian troops, weapons, and supplies.  The Italians sent over 50,000 soldiers.  More than 600,000 people died in what was the most destructive war in Spanish history.  The Republican forces held out for almost three years, but finally collapsed in 1939.

With Franco’s victory, Spain operated as a Fascist state, but it remained neutral during World War II.  It has been reported that Winston Churchill, the prime minister of Great Britain, secretly approved bribes of $100 million to Spanish military officials to ensure that they would not side with Hitler.  Spain could have undermined Britain’s war effort by controlling shipping lanes in the Mediterranean Sea.
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Interpreting Text and Visuals
1. At the start of the war, in what general areas did the Nationalists have their greatest strength? _____________________________________________________________

2. Which side won control of Gijon and Bilbao during the war?  When did that occur? _____________________________________________________________________

3. Name a city that fell to Franco’s forces between July 1938 and February 1939. _____________________________________________________________________

4. By February 1939, what general area did the Republican forces still control? _____________________________________________________________________

5. Why do you think Franco’s Nationalist forces were able to defeat the Republicans? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. According to territory acquired, what is the earliest date at which you would say that the Nationalist victory was assured?  Why? _________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. According to the map, around which city was there the most concentrated fighting? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. How did Great Britain reportedly keep Spain from actively participating in the Fascist cause in World War II? _________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

