YOUR FAMILY’S STORY:

Family Members:

Young Ji Hue

Father, Store Owner, 45 in San Francisco, CA

Young Shee Mae
Mother, 30, stay at home, running family farm in village in Guangdong, 




Province

Young Ji Hoa

Son, 13 years old

Young Ying Mae
Daughter, 10 years old

Mar Chi Bo

Brother of Shee Mae, 18 years old

Young Ji Hue has been in California for the past twelve years.  He had left the family ten years prior trying to find his fortune in the hills of California.  After 3 years on working on the railroads, he settled in San Francisco, where he and a business partner opened a goods store for other Chinese.

Young Shee Mae has been with her family, helping to run the Mar family farm.  Raising Ji Hoa and Ying Mae has not been hard, but she misses her husband and worries.  The family farm is also having some difficulties.  The countryside is experiencing a lot of civil wars among local warlords; a drought has begun, and it is getting harder and harder to feed the livestock.  Even though Ji Hue sends money, it is not enough.

Young Ji Hoa was taken out of school because his mother could no longer afford to pay for him.  He is forced to help on the farm – but Ji Hoa dreams of being with his father as well as try to get money.  He wants the same opportunities that his father writes about in America.  His uncle, Chi Bo is also trying to get to America because of friends that have gone before, and wrote about the money they are making.

Young Ying Mae does not know her father.  She was born after her father last visited.  She reads the letters her father has sent, but she longs to know whom her father is.  She has many friends in the village, but she sees that they have their fathers.

The village that the Young family lives in is now close to the civil war that is taking place between province leaders and young warlords.  Demands have been made upon the Young and Mar family to provide soldiers to fight against the province leaders.  The family has been forced to feed warlord soldiers.

Young Ji Hue has written to tell the family that they must come now.  He has sent some money, but not enough for the Thirty-dollars it takes for the ferry cost.  Young Shee Mae does not want to leave her brothers and sister, but knows her place is with her husband.  Young Ji Hoa and Mar Chi Bo are excited to leave, and have already made plans to leave, with or without the family.  Young Ying Mae wants to go, but is afraid to leave her friends.

Should they all immigrate to America, or should they stay in Guangdong?

CHINESE IMMIGRATION TO THE US:

“The first documentation of the Chinese in the U.S. begins in the 18th century... Large-scale immigration began in the mid 1800's due to the California Gold Rush. Despite the flood of Chinese immigrants during that time, their population began to fall drastically. Because of laws such as the Chinese Exclusion Act, the highly imbalanced male to female ratio, and the thousands of immigrants returning back to China, the Chinese population in the U.S. fell to a lowly 62,000 people in 1920. Nonetheless, the Chinese make up the largest Asian population in the United States today.

In actuality, the first Chinese immigrants were well and widely received by the Americans. However, the first Chinese immigrants were wealthy, successful merchants, along with skilled artisans, fishermen, and hotel and restaurant owners. For the first few years they were greatly receipted by the public, government officials, and especially by employers, for they were renowned for their hard work and dependability.

However, after a much larger group of coolies, unskilled laborers usually working for very little pay, migrated to the U.S. in the mid 1800's, American attitudes became negative and hostile. By the year 1851, there were 25,000 Chinese working in California, mostly centered in and out of the "Gold Rush" area and [in] San Francisco. … These Chinese clustered into groups, working hard and living frugally. As the populations of these groups increased, they formed large cities of ethnic enclaves called "Chinatowns" all over the country. The first and most important of the Chinatowns, without a doubt, belonged to San Francisco. One of the most remarkable qualities of San Francisco's Chinatown is its geographic stability. It has endured half a century of earthquakes, fires, and urban renewal, yet has remained in the same neighborhood with the same rich culture. 

The Chinese did not only mine for gold, but took on jobs such as cooks, peddlers, and storekeepers. In the first decade after the discovery of gold, many had taken jobs nobody else wanted or that were considered too dirty. However, in 1870, hasty exploitation of gold mines and a lack of well-paying jobs for non-Asians spurred sentiment that the "rice-eaters" were to blame. By 1880, a fifth were engaged mining, another fifth in agriculture, a seventh in manufacturing, an added seventh were domestic servants, and a tenth were laundry workers. Approximately 30,000 Chinese worked outside of California in such trades as mining, common labor, and service trades. During the 1860's, 10,000 Chinese were said to be involved in the building of the western leg of the Central Pacific Railroad. The average railroad payroll for the Chinese was $35 per month. The cost of food was approximately $15 to $18 per month, plus the railroad provided shelter for workers. Therefore, a fugal man could net about $20 every month. Despite the nice pay, the work was backbreaking and highly dangerous. Over a thousand Chinese had their bones shipped back to China to be buried. 

As time passed, the resentment against the Chinese increased from those who could not compete with them. Acts of violence against the Chinese continued for decades, mostly from white urban and agricultural workers. In 1862 alone, eighty-eight Chinese were reported murdered. Though large landowners that hired Chinese, railroads and other large white-owned businesses, and Chinese workers themselves pushed against a growing anti-Chinese legislation, the forces opposing the Chinese prevailed, issuing laws that excluded or harassed them from industry after industry. Mob violence steadily increased against the Chinese until even employers were at risk. Eventually, laws such the Naturalization Act of 1870 and the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 restricted immigration of Chinese immigrants into the U.S.

The Naturalization Act of 1870 restricted all immigration [by] Chinese coolies employed by the Central Pacific.  … this law was the first significant bar on free immigration in American history, making the Chinese the only culture to be prohibited to freely migrate to the United States for a time. Even before the act of 1870, Congress had passed a law forbidding American vessels to transport Chinese immigrants to the U.S. The reason behind the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 was to prevent an excess of cheap labor. However, the act froze the population of the Chinese community leaving its already unproportional sex ratio highly imbalanced. In 1860, the sex ratio of males to females was already 19:1. In 1890, the ratio widened to 27:1. For more than half a century, the Chinese lived in, essentially, a bachelor society where the old men always outnumbered the young. In order to sustain their population after the Chinese Exclusion Act, there was an immeasurable amount of illegal immigration. Plus, the Chinese had created an intricate system of immigration fraud known as "paper sons."

Despite the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, the Chinese population in the United States continued to increase. Although, after the population reached its peak in 1890 with 107,488 people, the Chinese population began its steady decline. These descending numbers reflected not only the severing effect of the legislation on the inflow of Chinese immigrants, but of the many returning back to China due to the highly imbalanced sex ratio and to bring back monetary support for their families. In fact, many of the Chinese immigrants who migrated to the United States had no intention of permanent residency in the country. These sojourners preferred to retain as much of their culture as possible.”
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