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Any means necessary to bring about freedom

Oxford University, Oxford, England, December 3, 1964
From the debate at the Oxford Student Union, where the proposition being debated was “Extremism in defense of liberty is no vice, moderation in the pursuit of justice is no virtue.”
“And in my opinion the young generation of whites, Blacks, browns, whatever else there is-you’re living at a time of extremism, a time of revolution, a time when there’s got to be a change. People in power have misused it, and now there has to be a change and a better world has to be built, and the only way it’s going to be built is with extreme methods. And I for one will join in with anyone, I don’t care what color you are, as long as you want to change this miserable condition that exists on this earth.

Thank you”.
 
See for yourself, listen for yourself, think for yourself.
A discussion with young civil rights fighters from Mississippi, January 1, 1965

Now the point that I am making I this: Never at any time in the history of our people in this country have we made advances or advancement, or made progress in any way just based upon the internal good will of this country, or based on the internal activity of this country.. We have only made advancement in this country when this country was under pressure from forces above and beyond its control. Because the internal moral control of this country is bankrupt. It hasn’t existed since they first brought us over here and made slaves out of us. They trick up on the confirmation and make it appear that they have our good interests at heart. But when you study it, every time, no matter how many steps they take us forward, it’s like we are standing on a–what do you call that thing-a treadmill. The treadmill is moving backwards faster than we’re able to go forward in this direction. We’re not even standing still-we’re walking forward, at the same time we’re going backwards….”

But one of the arguments against getting you and me to do this has always been that our problem is a domestic problem of the United States. And as such, we should not think to put it at a level where somebody else can come and mess with the United States domestic affairs. But you’re giving Uncle Sam a break. Uncle Sam’s got his hands in the Congo, in Cuba, in South America, in Saigon. Uncle Sam has got his bloody hands in every continent and in everybody else’s business on this earth. But at the same time, when it comes to taking forceful action in this country where our rights are concerned, he’s always going to tell you and me, “Well, these are states rights.” Or he’ll make some kind of off-the-wall alibi that’s not a bona fide alibi-not because it’s an alibi, but to justify his inactivity where your and my rights are concerned….

George Breitman, editor. Malcolm X Speaks: Selected Speeches and Statements. Pathfinder Books, New York, 4th edition, 1993
“The Black Revolution and its Effect Upon Negroes of the Western Hemisphere.” A speech given at Barnard Gymnasium, Columbia University February 18, 1965.

We are living in an era of revolution, and the revolt of the American Negro is part of the rebellion against the oppression and colonialism which has charcterized this era….

It is incorrect to classify the revolt of the Negro as simple a racial conflict of black against white, or as a purely American problem. Rather, we are today seeing a global rebellion of the oppressed against the oppressor, the exploited against the exploiter….


The Negro revolution is not a racial revolt. We are interested in practicing brotherhood with anyone really interested in living accordingly to it. But the white man has long preached an empty doctrine of brotherhood which means little more than a passive acceptance of his fate by the Negro….

[The Western industrial nations have been] deliberately subjugating the Negro for economic reasons. These international criminals raped the African continent to feed their factories, and are themselves responsible for the low standards of living prevalent throughout Africa.
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