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Crime Scene Investigation – 
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“Becoming a Detective”
What is United States’ History?

Feature Article: 

Ever since the dawn of time, there have been men and women who have recorded histories.  Herodotus of ancient Greece was one of the first to be considered a “historian.”  He was the father of history as they say, because he was the first to write on manuscript the history of the world in his day, and of the past.  But Herodotus only knew the world around him – Europe/Mediterranean.  Sima Qian (145 BCE-90BCE) was recording China’s history during the Xia Dynasty, yet stories were told of customs and traditions long before Qian.  The continent of Africa had many different kingdoms such as the Kush or Nubia, as well as South America and the Incas, Mayas, and Aztecs – all who have some form of histories written or spoken.  But what about the United States?

It is said that “history is the Polemics of the victor.”  That history is written by those who wins – but wins what?  Political victories come and go, economies follow cycles, and social victories are still being fought for.  Is this the history of the United States?

HISTORIANS:

Charles A Beard

Beard, one of THE most important early American historians has written numerous books on American history.  His volumes are widely studied in major universities.  Professor Beard’s take on American history is as follows:

“We have written a topical history - we have emphasized those historical topics which help to explain how our nation has come to be, what it is today. Third, we have dealt fully upon the social and economic aspects of our history, especially in relation to politics… We have borne in mind that America, is a part of a general civilization.”

Is professor Beard right – that United States history is historical topics that deal with social, political and economic aspects of our society?

Howard Zinn

Zinn has become one of THE most notable historian writers in the late 20th century with his winning book A People’s History of the United States.  The following review states what Zinn’s book is about:

“A People's History is the only volume to tell America's story from the point of view of -- and in the words of -- America's women, factory workers, African-Americans, Native Americans, the working poor, and immigrant laborers. As historian Howard Zinn shows, many of our country's greatest battles -- the fights for a fair wage, an eight-hour workday, child-labor laws, health and safety standards, universal suffrage, women's rights, racial equality -- were carried out at the grassroots level, against bloody resistance.”

Is history about those who are voiceless from the past?

What would YOU say is United States history?  Is it only wars? Or is it about the voiceless, finally getting their voice and power?  Your task as CSI investigators is to analyze several important artifacts that the nation believes is important to the history of the United States and determine what is the United States’ History?
� Charles A. Beard, and Mary R. Beard, History of the United States (The Macmillan Company, NY, 1921) p. viii.





� � HYPERLINK "http://books.google.com/books?id=P8V7J5qm5-YC" ��http://books.google.com/books?id=P8V7J5qm5-YC�
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