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Biographical Briefing on Edward I
Directions: The following information will help your group prepare for the press conference in which one of you has been assigned to play Edward I  and the rest of you have other roles to play.  To prepare for the press conference, each group member reads a section of the handout and leads a discussion of the questions following that section.


Edward I was born at the Palace of Westminster on the Night of June 17, 1239 to King Henry III and Eleanor of Province.  In 1254, English fears of a Castilian invasion of the English province of Gascony convinced Edward's father to arrange a politically expedient marriage between his fourteen-year-old son and Elenor, the half-sister of King Alfonso X of Castille.  Eleanor and Edward were married on 1 November 1254.As part of the marriage agreement Edward was given grants of land.  Although the Prince Edward was given much of Ireland and Wales his father remained in control. Early in 1259 the ambitious Edward attempted to make an alliance with a powerful Barron Simon de Montfort. His father, who had been traveling in France, believed that this was a bid to take the Kingdom and refused to see his son. The Archbishop of Cantubary urged the two to reconcile and from that point forward Edward was loyal to his father.  Edward showed his loyalty first by fighting against his old ally Barron Simon de Montfort and once defeating him mutilating his body on the battle field. Secondly, he also gained respect by leading the ninth crusade against Muslims in Jerusalem. While he was returning from the holy lands Edward was told that his father had died. Although saddened by the news Edward did not return quickly to be crowned instead he made a series of diplomatic Journeys throughout France and to visit the Pope in Rome. On his return Edward demanded that all nobility and high positions must provide by what right (Latin: Quo warranto) they should control lands. If they could not prove these rights then King Edward could redistribute them. 
· Describe Edward I family background.

· In what ways did Barron Simon de Montforte and the Archbishop of Canterbury influence Edward I?

· What was Edward’s reason for demanding that nobility and high positions provide Quo Warranto?
In order to manage his feudal land system Edward I developed the Hundred Rolls in which he documented by census (count of the people) what lands were controlled by whom and how many people lived on the land so that he could determine the amount of tax that was needed to be paid.  To further manage these lands Edward sent out royal justices to tour and hear the pleas of quo warranto throughout England. Although little land was taken from the Nobility or Vassals, Edward did accomplish the rule that all power came from the King and was gained through loyalty to the king. With this loyalty Edward was able to gain more power, in particular through warfare and conquered more lands and defeated rebellions in Wales and Scotland thus continuing to gain favor by giving more land. Edward’s form of feudalism became a model for many kings.
· What was the purpose of Edward instituting the Hundred Rolls?
· What did Edward accomplish through this census system?

· What was the purpose of conquering new lands?
Under Edward I and other Feudal monarchs the key to being able to rule and provide some level of stability was the concept of fealty or loyalty. During the middle Ages this occurred when a lord or landowner (the largest of which was the King) gave a portion of his Fief (Land) to a vassal. In return the vassal would give an oath that they would serve their Lord. This oath was done at a commendation ceremony where the vassal promised fealty and homage (loyalty and a promise to support the lord). The vassals’ primary homage obligation was to provide military service. The vassal would give this support by using all equipment and weapons that they were able to get by the revenue that they had received from their land. Often times a Vassal was also a lord by giving lands that they had been given by their lord, thus gaining power by gaining fealty from others. 

· What is the key concept that is used in Feudalism?

· What is the relationship between a lord and vassal?

· What is homage? What was the primary way that a vassal paid homage to his Lord?
Feudalism in Europe lasted for well over a thousand years. The Middle Ages which marked this period between the 5th century with the collapse of the Roman Empire and the 15th century with the rise of Absolute Monarchies and later with Industrialization. In some locations such as Russia aspects of feudalism continued well into the 19th century. Today feudalism does not exist as it did during the middle Ages; however, the concept of Neo Feudalism or “New” Feudalism implies a contemporary rebirth of policies that existed prior to the Industrial Age. 
· How long did Feudalism last?

· What two eras mark the beginning and the end of Feudalism?

· What is Neo Feudalism?
