Mr. Fisher’s Biology CP!

Welcome to our classroom! I refer to it as our classroom because I strongly believe that you are here for yourself first. Therefore this classroom is for you. I am partly responsible for your experience in this class and that's why it's not “your” classroom but “our” classroom. 
I'll keep this short for you since your brain is still recovering from the summer, but here are the main issues that you will want to know to ensure your success this year in Biology:

Goals:
My main goal for this class is for it to be a collaborative environment, one in which we all work together to learn, yes me too! I am looking forward to a great year and learning many new things about you, science and myself. I hope to open your eyes to many new science concepts and hope that even if you plan on being the next great political historian or basketball star that you come away from our class with a new love and appreciation for science and how you are related to and impact the world around you. 

Classroom Norms (expectations for all of us! AKA: RULES):
 
1. Be respectful: This is the most important rule I have. As soon as you step into our classroom you should be showing respect to your fellow students and to me. I will always uphold this rule by giving you as much respect as you deserve as an individual human being. This includes:
· Being prepared for class: I will be prepared and you should be prepared. 
· There is no name calling, put downs or other behaviors or use of words that show disrespect or are inappropriate for the classroom environment. 
· You should be on time and on task at all times. 
· Respect yourself: be honest, responsible and cooperative

We’ll talk about this more in a minute.

2. Be prepared: I expect all students to come to class ready to learn. If I am prepared, I expect preparation from you! You should have your binders, planner, something to write with, any homework assignments that are due, and if we are taking a test, you should have studied and be prepared for success. Oh yeah, don’t forget your BRAIN!

1. Your first homework assignment due Monday 8/25:
· Get your binders
· Everyone needs a three ring binder with lined paper
· It should have 2 main dividers that are labeled:
· Class stuff – procedures, rules, class culture, news etc. in front
· Classwork – everything we do in class, including notes organized chronologically by unit
Also you need lined paper to take notes on (lots!) I will not be providing paper unless it is a hand out.

3. Follow my directions: This goes hand in hand with respect. We will often be using lab materials that are either expensive, dangerous or both. I need to have you listening at all times and following my lead. If I ask you to do something I expect it to be done with respect and minimal whining! Did I mention you need lined paper???





Grading Policy:
A	90 – 100%
B	80 – 89%
C	70 – 79%
D	60 – 69%
F	0 – 59%

Assignments: 55% of final grade together (includes: Warmups, Binder Checks, labs with no reports, notes, worksheets etc.)
Your classwork is a symbol of your effort while we are in class. Everyone should be completing the classwork and putting in 100% effort. Your participation in class is directly related to your classwork grade. 
Homework
I will be assigning homework on a regular basis. Most often it will be to analyze or process the day’s activities. I expect it to be complete, on time and your own (or a result of collaboration with your classmates). If your homework is incomplete you will receive no more than 50% credit. If it is not yours, you will receive 0%. You should be putting 100% effort into all of your assignments.

Late work: I will not accept late work for full credit under any circumstances. You can make up assignments because the material is important for you to know, I will not accept completed late work more than one class period after it was due (unless you make special arrangements with me) and it will be worth a maximum of 60% credit.

Assessments: 45% of final grade (including projects and lab reports):
[bookmark: _GoBack]If you cheat you get a 0. Everybody in this class is capable of doing the work that I assign you. If you have questions please ask, I'd rather you try hard and get an answer wrong than not try at all. We will have quizzes almost every week so be prepared. Sometimes they won’t be announced. Oh yeah, I expect you to study, study, study…..look over your notes and classwork every day if you can. I also allow you to correct your tests for ½ credit. We will discuss this when it comes up.

Tardies:
You are late if you are not in your seat ready to learn when the bell rings. Being consistently late to class will hurt your grade. Even if I don’t deduct points from your grade, it will hurt your grade. BE ON TIME. This year we are working hard to reduce tardies. For every three tardies in two weeks you will get one teacher detention from me. This will be at lunch. Much easier solution: be on time or bring a pass! 

Truancy:
If you know you are going to be absent I expect you to notify me in advance. Classwork and homework must be made up in a timely fashion. It is your responsibility to check the assignment log for the previous day’s assignment and get any notes from a classmate. If you skip class you will receive no credit for work that you miss. If you are sick or dealing with a family emergency then I will accept your classwork for full credit.

Email:
I've set up a course email address: mrfisherbiology@gmail.com Please feel free to email me about any questions you have or if you have any issues that you don't want to discuss in class or in person. 

What are we going to be studying?
Life, Homeostasis, Botany, Ecology, Genetics, Cells, Energy, Scientific Method, DNA, RNA, Respiration, Anatomy, Physiology, Evolution, Mitosis, Carbon Compounds and Macromolecules, Enzymes, Cellular Transport, Diversity of Life, Predation, Competition, Population Dynamics, Circulatory System, Chromosomes and much, much more!

Please sign here to show that you agree and understand this syllabus and keep for the entire year:

M. Fisher's Biology CP!
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