
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DIALOGUE RULES, WORKSHEET, AND WRITING ASSIGNMENT What is dialogue? It is conversation between 

characters in a story and is very important to add interest to the piece and to move the plot forward. There are some rules to dialogue, however, 

that you want to make sure you know.  

RULE #1: A direct quotation begins with a capital letter.  

Jimmy shouted, “See you at the game!” “Is it true?" asked Cindy.  

RULE #2: When a quotation is interrupted into two parts with words like “he asked” or “the teacher demanded,” the 

second part begins with a lower case letter.  

“What are some of the things,” Mrs. Baskin inquired, “that make school so much fun?” “One thing I like,” replied Sarah, “is recess!”  

RULE #3: When writing dialogue, all punctuation marks at the end of the quotation go inside the quotation marks.  

“Let's visit the museum,” suggested Samantha. Jon replied, “Didn't we go there last weekend?” “But when we did,” Beth added, 

“we didn't see the Ancient Egyptian exhibit.”  

RULE #4: Do not put a period at the end of a quotation followed by things like she said, mom asked, he explained, etc. 

Use commas, question marks, and exclamation marks but not periods. Periods end sentences.  

“My Algebra class is driving me crazy!” Paul yelled. “That's my favorite class,” Becky replied.  

RULE #5: Make a new paragraph (indent) when a different person begins to speak.  

"Last night, I dreamt that I ate a giant marshmallow," Kevin said. "Was that anything like the dream you had about eating your way 

through a mountain of fruit cocktail?" asked Suzy.  

"Scarier," Kevin explained. "This time I woke up and my pillow was gone."  

OTHER REMINDERS: -Always make it clear who is speaking in the dialogue. -Try to avoid using the word “said” repeatedly.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Transition Words and Phrases  

Size Transitions: The largest, Larger than, The smallest, The small-sized, The tallest, The next largest, Equal to, The next smallest, The 

medium-sized, The shortest, The smallest, Smaller than, The largest, The large-sized  

Time Transitions: First, Now, At the beginning of, Thereafter, By this time, Before Then, Soon, In the middle of, Presently, At the same 

time, In the meantime, Next, Then, At the end of, After a short time, At that instant, Meanwhile, At last, Later, Soon thereafter, Immediately, 

During, Simultaneously, After Afterwards  

First, In the morning, Yesterday, The first Second, Before noon, Today, A more recent, Third, In the afternoon, Tomorrow, The 

most recent, Finally, In the evening, The day after tomorrow,  

In the past, The next day, This year, The earliest, In the present, Two weeks later, Next year, The next earliest In the future, Six 

months later, In the next few years, The most recent  

Space Transitions: behind, on the edge of, beside, in front of, west of, high over, toward, around, facing east of, against, under, 

throughout, near, in back of, north of, alongside, below, to the right of, side by side, in the center, south of, ahead of, beneath, to the 

left of, close to, inside, at the, here, low down, on top of, next to, outside, in there, on the bottom, at the top, down, at the end of, on, 

beyond, on the corner, by, up, between, above, farther on  

Importance Transitions: The best, The most important, The first, The best, The next best, Equally important, More important 

than, The next best, The least best, The next important, More important, The worst, The least important  

Chain-Link Transitions: On the one hand, One example of, In the first place, In other words, The first On the other hand, For instance, 

In the second place, In fact, The second,  Another example, In the third place, Additionally, The third, Again, A further example, Besides, 

For example, Moreover, For instance, One, Because, First, Another, Since, Second, Still another, A further, As, Third, In addition, Further, 

Still, Specifically, In the same way, Furthermore, While, More specifically, In fact, Instead, In particular, The opposite of __ is __ , Lastly, 

The last Indeed, As a result, On the contrary, Similar to __ is __ , Last, Although, Consequently, To the contrary, Similarly, Nevertheless, 

Even though, Naturally, In contrast, Likewise, Nonetheless, Even if, After all, In spite of, Despite the  

Concluding Transitions: To conclude, In sum, To sum up, As you can see, In conclusion, In brief, To summarize, As a result, In 

summary, In short, Thus, Finally, Therefore,  

 



Commonly Used Transition Words and Phrases for Expository Essay 

Beginning (beginning of the second paragraph First, To begin 

with, The first reason, For one thing, To illustrate the point, You see, 

In fact, Obviously,  

 

Middle (the beginning of the third paragraph)  

Next, Obviously, Secondly, Second, My second reason, Once again, 

Additionally, In addition, Along with, Again, Likewise, Moreover, 

In the same manner, Similarly,  

 

End (the beginning of the fourth paragraph) Next, Lastly, Finally, 

The last reason, Thr final reason Once again,  

 

Conclusion (the final paragraph)  

In conclusion, Thus, Therefore, As a result, To summarize, Finally, 

Consequently, By this time, To sum up one’s thoughts, Now that 

 

 

 

 

 


