MS. FARAGO

PHYSICAL SCIENCE 8

Welcome to the 2014-2015 school year and 8th grade Physical Science.  The 8th grade curriculum is based on the California State Standards.  We will focus mainly on Chemistry and the Physical Sciences.  Students will study Measurement using the Metric System, Mass, Volume, Density, Physics, including Speed, Forces, Newton’s 3 Laws of Motion, Chemistry and Astronomy.  Students will participate in Mousetrap Car races, and model Rocket Launches.

______________________________________________________________________
Classroom procedures are simple but strictly enforced at all times
All school rules will be enforced in this class, this includes all rules regarding dress code, cell phones, backpacks and food/drinks.  We will also follow the Falcon Code of Conduct as it states:

· Be Respectful

· Be Productive

· Be Safe

· Be Responsible

· Be Prepared

1. You are to be in your seat before the tardy bell rings.

Students are to be in their seats and prepared to work when the tardy bell rings.  Students must have all necessary supplies with them (pencils, paper and all other required materials). Students who do not meet this expectation will be given a 15 minute detention.

2.  Come to class prepared, with your brain wide awake and open.

· Students are EXPECTED to do their best every day.  Not only is completing the assignment (classwork, homework, exams) important, it is REQUIRED.  Neatness Counts. If I can’t read it, I can’t grade it. Students must come to class prepared everyday with the following materials:  3 ring binder with a Science section, spiral notebook, paper, pencils/pens (blue or black ink only)
· Each student is also required to have a FOCUS section in the science section of their 3 ring binder.
3.  Respect yourself, others, and the learning process. 

Keep your hands, feet and objects to yourself.  Be courteous! No put downs or profanity!  NO BULLYING!   This will not be tolerated whatsoever!  A positive, safe and risk free environment is necessary for learning to take place.  No use of perfume, cologne, body sprays, or scented lotions in class.

4.  Follow directions and be responsible.

In order for learning to take place, it is important that you follow directions when given, stay in your seat, avoid side bar conversations unless it is part of the lesson.  If you do not understand what is going on in class, do not hesitate to ask for help, this is how you learn.

5.  Cell phones are not allowed in the classroom. 

All students are expected to follow the  cell phone policy (page 4) and detention policy (page 15) as outlined in the Parent/Student Handbook. Consequences as outlined in these pages will apply to violation of these policies.
6.  Food, gum, and drinks are not allowed in the classroom.


If I see it, it goes directly into the garbage can.  Water is okay.

7.  Backpacks, hats, hairbrushes and cosmetics are also not allowed in the 

      classroom. 

Students should use their lockers to store belongings. 

GRADES
This class will use a point system.  Each assignment is worth a certain amount of points. The bigger the assignment, the more points it will be worth.  FOCUS QUESTIONS will be turned in every two weeks and are roughly 20% of your grade.  The rest of your grade will be based on Tests, Quizzes, classwork, homework, labs, projects and participation.




90% - 100% = A




80% - 89% = B




70% - 79% = C




60% - 69% = D




0% - 59% = F

If at any time you want to see how you are doing in my class your grade will be posted on ABI (Aeries Browser Interface).  Through the Parent Portal, you and your parents will be allowed to check your progress.   Please do not hesitate to call or email me if you have any questions or concerns throughout the year. My e-mail address is jfarago@sanleandro.k12.ca.us, otherwise, call the school at 618-4400 and leave me a message.  I will get back to you as soon as possible.

ABSENCE INFORMATION

1.  If you are absent you are still responsible for the work missed.  You must see me to

     get the work that you missed.

2.  You will have twice the number of school days that you missed for completion of the 

      make-up work.

3.  If you miss the day before a test, and you missed only review activities, you must still 

     take the test on  the day you return.

4.  LATE WORK NOT DUE TO ABSENCE WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED!!

If you CHOOSE to break or ignore classroom rules the following will occur:

1. Warning


2. Phone call home

3.  Classroom detention

4. Parent teacher conference


5.  Discipline Referral
ASK QUESTIONS AND HAVE FUN!

I am here for you.  If there is something you don’t understand or that needs more explanation, please ask.  Don’t pretend you understand what I’m talking about if you don’t, chances are you are not the only one, and it just causes confusion for you and frustration for us both.  Take responsibility for your learning.  This should be a fun, energetic class with lots of inquiry, discussions and learning.  Let’s get to know each other as people, not just teacher and student.

Your partner in education,

Jennifer Farago
------------------------------------------tear here-------------------------------------------------------

Please return the completed form to Ms. Farago

We have read the Welcome Letter from Science and understand the class procedures and expectations.

Student’s Name (printed) __________________________________

Student’s Signature_______________________________________

1) Parent/Guardian Name (printed)______________________________

Parent Signature____________________________________  Date____________

Parent email address_________________________________

Contact Phone Number_______________________________

2) Parent/Guardian Name (printed) __________________________________

Parent Signature_____________________________________  Date____________

Parent email address _______________________________________

Contact Phone Number _____________________________________

