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    8th Grade U.S. History – Class Letter                         2019-2020




     Mr. Bruno 

  
Hello, I am Jeff Bruno, your teenager's History teacher.  I look forward to a rewarding year of educating them in my classroom. 
* I will use the Aeries communication system to inform parents about homework assignments through text, email and phone calls, whichever of these options you select in the system.  Please make sure you are signed up for the Aeries Parent Portal!
* My e-mail address:   jbruno@slusd.us    Please write if you have questions!
* School phone/voice mail:   (510) 618-4400 x3738
Academics:

We will study the subject of United States History by focusing on these topics: 
British colonies, American Revolution, Declaration of Independence and the Constitution, the beginnings of the U.S., Slavery, Native American Removal, Causes and Events of the Civil War

The textbook we will use is United States History: Independence to 1914, published by Holt Company.  

Homework will include a variety of work, including note taking from reading assignments and completing work on daily assignments or projects.
There will be a major test on the U.S. Constitution, likely in late November or early December.

Grading (and what work you’ll be doing!):   Grading scale by %: 

90-100  A        70-79   C          0-54  F
80-89  B          55-69   D

Students will have a wide variety of work assigned in my class: Projects, presentations, reading and writing notes, reports, quizzes, tests.  This work will be completed both in the classroom and for homework.  

About 60%  of the work assigned will be completed in the classroom, and 40% will be completed outside the classroom for homework, so completing homework is essential to do well in my class. Homework will generally be assigned 2-3 days a week. 

Make up work will generally be accepted through the end of each grading period. 
Classroom Supplies:  Each day for class, every student should have these basic school supplies:   3-ring binder with Student Planner inside, binder paper, many pencils and pens (blue or black ink only), large eraser, highlighter, and post-its.  
Student Personal items:
* There is a school wide rule that backpacks are not allowed in classrooms.  I also will not allow any bags, purses, string backpacks or anything else used for carrying items to be brought into my classroom. 
* Cell phones are not to be out, seen, or heard during classroom instruction. Additionally, cell phone accessories, such as head phones or ear buds, are to be out of sight and not used during classroom instruction.
Bathroom Breaks during class:  I will give out 2 bathroom passes per quarter for students to use the bathroom, if needed, during class. Students may not use the bathroom during the first 10 minutes or last 10 minutes of class.
 
Food/Drinks/Toys/Cosmetics: None of these things are allowed in the classroom. They disrupt the learning of students and are forbidden.

Behavior Expectations:  Classroom Expectations are posted on the walls of my classroom, and are easy to understand:

1) Get seated quickly and quietly upon entering
2) Listen and respond promptly to all teacher directions, never interrupt
3) Raise your hand to be acknowledged in class
4) Participate fully in all activities
5) Care for our classroom

Individual students (or the entire class) can earn rewards for following these expectations consistently.
Failure to follow these expectations will have the following consequences:
Step: 
1)  Verbal warning documented on log sheet (on my clipboard)                                                                                       
2)  Second verbal warning documented on log sheet                                                             


3)  Five minute time out in room                                                                               


4)  Student sent to the Reflection Room or office with a referral depending on the 


         severity of the infraction (phone call home will be made)  
Be on time to class!  I will assign a tardy if a student is not in their seat with their class materials out when the tardy bell rings.
Student Dress Code:

School Board Policy 5132:  The Board of Trustees believes that appropriate dress and grooming contribute to a productive learning environment. The Board expects students to give proper attention to personal cleanliness and to wear clothes that are suitable for the school activities in which they participate. Students' clothing must not present a health or safety hazard or a distraction which would interfere with the educational process.

During this school year, I will plan to show parts of the 1977 miniseries "Roots" (shown in late October), parts of the movie “13th” (shown in Dec. or Jan.) and the movie "Glory" (shown in late May).

"Roots" will introduce students to the subject of slavery, which is a major theme throughout the study of U.S. History.  “13th” details the reality of mass incarceration in the U.S. prison system, specifically of African-Americans, and how it affects many people in our society.  

"Glory" will enhance students' understanding of the Civil War in the U.S, and specifically how it affected African-Americans who participated in the war.                                                                                                          Your signature below will also allow your teenager to watch "Roots", “13th” and "Glory" when they are shown in my classroom.  Thank you.

I’M LOOKING FORWARD TO A GREAT YEAR WORKING WITH YOUR YOUNG HISTORIAN!
____________________________                    _______________________________
                 (student signature)                                          (parent/guardian signature)
    I understand the expectations, policies,        I have reviewed this letter with my teenager.   

and procedures.                                              We both understand the expectations, policies

                                                                       and procedures. 
